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ren 1 he unto them, my foul is exceeding 2 
os even unto death. 


HIS is 2 moſt inet Sits" of. our 
Lonp's Hiſtory, the proper illuſtration of 
which will, I hope, by the divine influence, cons 
tribute, in ſome degree, towards the * 
of ſinners, and the edification ow the oy 
Cnaisr. e 

Ix order to collect and 3 arran ge our thoughts up- 
on a Subject of ſuch vaſt importance, we propoſe, 
in a humble dependancy upon divine grace, 4g 


ws To Nis the falſe reaſons which 1 been 
N of our Logd's agony in the Garden: 
 # WL To aſcertain and illuſtrate che r rue e reaſons 
of that agony: 
III. To point out the influence of this important 
: Doarine upon univerſal holineſs : 
IV. To conclude with a few Infgrences from 
what ſhall be delivered, = 


Wa begin with an SiG attempt, ** dis 


vine graces to ate we) reaſons of our n 
— 2 | 


| a6 toc R * 0 N. 


e ny in the 3 on chis part of che cajee, 
T4 we ſhall ſtudy all the. e and nur of 2 
5 5 eb we are capable. 5 
EE Isnoprp think it highly i im proper, b this 7 
=. wy to engage yourattention with any thing of be. 
=. + controverſial nature, did not the truth controvert- 
| 1 ed lie at the very foundation of Chriſtianity, and 
3 had not the controverſy about this truth been lately 
| 15 ręvived in our neighbourhood. Peculiar circum: 
ſtances will undoubtedly juſtify a conduct which 
3h . otherwiſe would be highly unjuſtifiable. There- 
fore, without any farther apology, [ proceed to re- 
| \Fute the falſe reaſons of our Loxv's agony in the 
1 garden, which haye been aſſigned by men who ei- 
2. ther undęrſtoad not the doctrine of our Logy' 8 * 
| tonement, or elſe were inimical to it. 
— Tnosx of the ancients who entertained eireng; 5 
adus ideas upon this important point of Chriſtian 
doctrine, aſcribed the agony of our Loxp in the 
I garden to different cauſes. Hilary, biſhop of Poic 
tiers in France, who flouriſhed'i in the 4th Century, 
E and wrote twelve books againſt the Arians, repre- 
. . ſented our Loxp' s diſtreſs on this occaſion, as aril- 
ing from the previous knowledge he had of the flight 
and diſperſion of his Diſciples. He is ſaid to have 
| eluded the true cauſe of our Sa vioux's ſufferings, 
in order the more effectually to combat the argu- 
ments of the Arians. For they urged, that if JesUs 
/ Enklsr were the true and eternal Gap, as the. Or: 
thodox alled ged, it was impoſſible t that the 3 — 


Hilar. c. 21. in Matth. Dominus non timuit Pen ſe, | 
ſed n 9 quos rei et ag 
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0 ature; which he nad aſſumed into perſonal unien 
with himſelf, could be ſuſceptible of ſuffering. A 
poor reaſon indeed for imbibing ſuch a grofsly he, 
retical opinion, and ee in the biel: 1 
| * haman mind, : 
- JeROM, a Monk of: Paleſiine, an lived tte 
| hs century, attributed the diſtreſs of our Lon 
in the garden, to his infallible preſcience of Ju- 
 - das's treachery and melancholy exit; to his cer- 
- tain foreſight of the unparalleled: fin and awful 
- cataſtrophe of the Jews: for theſe cauſes were 


combined by him, and urged in ſupport of his ds: - 


potheſis, But the wiſer and more judicious: of 
the Fathers, Ambroſe, Auguſtine and Athanaſiug; 

reprobated, with indignation, this Doctrine; and 
maintained, upon ſolid principles, the true . : 
4 oe our Lozy's agony in the garden. 

.. Taz opinions of Hilary and Jerom have * 
| en adopted and retailed by modern Writers, as 
ift they themſelves had been the inventors of them. 
However, a little attention will convince any man, 
that they are totally deſtitute of all ſolid founda- 
tion. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe that the flight and 
diſperſion of the Diſciples ſhould form ach, 2 
ſource of deep diſtreſs to our Lox p. We ſhall allow 


that, as Man, he was tenderly affected with the un- = 


grateful conduct of the Diſciples, in forſaking him 
in the hour of danger; but the foreſight of- this 
2 by no means account for his deep anguiſh of 
| He knew that what on their part would 
—— human weakneſs, would alſo illuſtrate the 
W execution 9 his wonderful yadertaking, ; in. 
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| dependent of gil human aid. Ie his Interceflory 
Prayer, he had committed his Diſciples to Pa 


- 
— 


3 ie 


1 — a — 0 aug — on — Iz 

N | they ſhould be convened again after his reſurrec- 

„ tion, and meet with him in their native country 
of Galilee, Read, for the illuſtration of this ſen- 
timent, the words of our Loxp, recorded by the 


: Evangeliſt Matthew. “ Then Irsvs Aith unto 
Z ** them, All ye ſhall be offended becauſe of me 
4 © this night: for it is written, I will ſmite the 
A Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered ay 


5 1 broad. But after Tam riſen again, L wi 80 be · 
; 6 fore you into Galilee. 4 | | 
- NzzrTren could his eli diſtreſs ith from 
the infallible knowledge he had of the unparalleled 
fin, and conſequent tremendous miſery of the Jews. 
For we find him praying earneſtly, that, if it were 
poſſible, the cup now put into his hands might 
paſs from him. Whereas, he never prayed to his 
| Father, that the Jews might be kept from cruci- 
Poing him; and conſequently, from the commiſ, 
ſion of that atrocious fin, which entailed inde- 
lible infamy on their nation; and involved them 
in a puniſhment, the moſt: unexampled that ever 
was inflicted on any people ſince the foundation 
of the world. But how does that appea 2 Why, 
if he had prayed to his heavenly Father to pre, 
vent their commiſſion of the horrid crime in pub 


"> 


© Jet Kvil. 11. 1 1 atth. rr. 31, 22. TS 


1 ; 


would — have heard him. 
-  Loxy bears this illuſtrious rfimony e 0 his Fa 
ther, know that thou heareſt me always.“ * 
Neither is it any objection to this: aſfertion, that [2 
he is here repreſented as praying three different 
times for the removal of that cup which he after: 
| wards completely drank off. For though, as Man, 
| he knew that Divine wrath was to be born by 
him in the name of the Redeemed, yet, as Man, 
he could not poſſibly know the extent of that 
wrath. But this will be eee more _— 
illuſtrated. 1 
TFTWIL not hams, urge, in i thee — ati 
4 this idea, that, as Gop, he had decreed to pers 
mit the dreadful wickedneſs of the Jews, in hang - 
ing him on a tree, and awfully to puniſh them on 
the account of it. It is ſufficient for my preſent 
argument to obſerve, that he had predicted that 
puniſhment without any apparent emotion. + We 
find him indeed, on one occaſion, weeping over 
the city Jeruſalem, and: ſaying, If OP even 
„thou, hadſt k in this thy day, the things 
ee which belong to Free peace; but now: they are 
hid from thine eyes. - But ſurely we are not 
to conſider our Loxp at that time, as praying for 
2 reverſal of the eternal councils of Heaven, con- 
cerning the preſent and future fate of the Jews. 
We are only to view that pathetic exclamation; as 
z demonſtration of his poſſeſſing the ſenſibilities 
ans paſſions of a true man; as a proof of his deep 


15 * John 843 + Manks ru. 1 Luke u 41, 42. 
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fouls; and, ass an « N 


concern; as man, for the f. of immortal 
vidence of the | n indignation | 


| d at the moſt eien of all ſins, hs ſin of 


ry" an Wrong men ne ne "by 


him: 


Turns is as little force in Ant en which ln 


+ 2 our Savioun's agony, as ariſing from 
- the infallible knowledge he had of Judas's apoſ. 


tacy and melancholy fate: For he had, while ce- 


lebrating the laſt paſſover with his Diſciples, 


arked out Judas as the Traitor, by giving. him 


the ſop after he had dipped it; and added, on 
that occaſion, © The Son of Man goeth, as it is 
* written of him; but wo to that man by whom 


« the Son of Man is betrayed! it had been good 
4 for that man, if he had never been born.” * 
Nay, after the celebratior of the firſt Supper, as - 


| the Diſciples were either in the gueft:chamber, or 


elſe travelling towards the garden of Gethſamene, 


our Lorp preferred his Interceſſory Prayer to his 


heavenly Father; and in that Prayer, he repre- 
ſents Judas as the Son of perdition, who was a- 


bout to commit that horrid crime, and to experi- 
ence the conſequent tremendous miſery whi „ 


had been predicted in ancient Writ. + 
© Ornzxs of the ancients aſcribed the agony of 
our Lox in the garden, to the certain knowledge 


he had of that cruel and i ignominious death, which, 


in the courſe of a few hours, he was to ſuffer, 


4 - Matth. xxvi. 24. Mark xi. 21. 1 Xill. 26. -4 Pla 


cix. 8. * 17. 12. 


Tobis ides hath, wich grest ubidityz -beewemmbtaies 
3 — Papiſts, who join with the 80 r in 
aſſerting, that our Load endured no torments in 
his ſoul, nor even experienced any painful ſenſa - 
tions, except ſuch as aroſe from a fympathy and 


condolence with his body, as 4 material part of 


his human frame. But to ſuppoſe that the appre- 
henſion of a cruel and ignominious death would 
have ſo deeply affected the Son of Gov, is, to re- 
preſent him as far inferior in Chriſtian courage 
and magnanimity, to thouſands and ten thouſands 
of the Martyrs, who, with invincible boldneſs and 

intrepidity, have met death in all it's awful forms; 

and triumphed over the very appearance of every 
evil, which the een inn of; n ad | 
hell could inflict. - wt *. 

A GROSS and olletifipe, oy a Lingular "di 
theſis has been lately advanced, that the great 
anxiety. felt by our Loxp in the garden, aroſe,, 
© in part, from an apprehenſiveneſs about the dif- 
* ficulty of maintaining a becoming temper and 
deportment, under ſuch unexperienced and aw- 

* ful trials as did now preſent themſelves to him.“ 
Here is a plain denial of the true, proper, and ſu- 
preme Deity of the Son of Gop. For if he were 
indeed the fellow and equal of the ALMIGHTY; 
his human nature, from the firſt moment of it's 
union with the divine, was infallibly ſecured. 
from ſin of every kind and of every degree. But, 
as if this were not a ſufficient indication of this 
Gentleman's ſentiments upon this point, the ſame. 
Writer indecently talks 1 82 mutual ſtruggle of 
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tr 49S: E R M O x. 
reaſon and paſſion in Jzsvs;: from which, * al. 


ledges, the victory of reaſon. derived the greater 
| value. After. this, it is. leſs ſurpriſing he ſhould 


add, The bodily. frame, and the ſtate of the ani 


8 mal ſpirits, have neceſſarily, in this life, "I great 
a « influence-on the preſent temper. of the mind. 
here are times when nothing appears hard or 


* difficult to us; there are other times, when ſmall 


ng _ difficulties -appear inſurmountable. _ This is one 


of the innocent infirmities of human nature. 


< If the body be in a weak and exhauſted ſtate, 
the mind is more apt to be depreſſed in the 
5 view of any great danger or affliction. Some- 


< thing of this kind may have concurred, with o- 


6 ther circumſtances, to gecabion,! our SAVIOUR” S | 


* agony in the garden. | 
. Cxzsz words ſhew deep i ignorance. 55 the true by 
neee dad, JzsuUs CHRIST, and of his deſign i in 


coming into the world. The character of the Sa- 
+ VIOVR, as here drawn, is ſimilar to that of the 


guilty polluted creatures, whom he came to re- 
deem; and who, in conſequence of tranſgreſſion, 
are fubjected to fatigue and wearineſs of body, 


nay, to deep depreſſion of mind. Does this Gentle- 
man believe that theſe are innocent infirmities, 


which Adam, though he had never fallen, would 
have experienced? The idea is as unphilgſe phical as 


_ itis wnſcriptural. Doth not reaſon give this plain de- 


ciſion, that, where there is no ſin, there cannot 


exiſt the ſmalleſt degree of ſorrow? Of conſe- 
quence, weakneſs of body, and depreſſion of mind, 
are the effects of tranſgreſſion. And though our 


— 


155 1 Expirichdel theſe effects o our en? 
yet the reaſon was, that he came into this world 
to bear the curſe. For if he had not been conſider- 
ed as under the curſe, no wearineſs of body, no de- 
jeclion of mind, which were the concomitants of 


that curſe, could have ever, in the ſmalleſt ae eh 


* 


| | been experimentally known by him. 25 


— 


Tux ſame Writer inſinuates, that our 1 8 
agony in the garden might, in part, ariſe from 


© the uncommon delicacy both of his body and 


mind.“ What ſtrange ſhifts do the adverſaries - 


of the doctrine of Atonement fall upon, in order 


_ to deſtroy the true foundation of a ſinner's hope? 


We ſhall allow that our Lozp poſſeſſed very un- 
common delicacy of body and mind; but this 


only ſerves to ſhow, that all his' diftrefles; through- 


out the whole of life, were exceedingly heighten- 
ed by this circumſtance. Will any one venture 
to ſay, that he had a more delicate frame in the 


garden, than when ſitting with the-Diſciples at 


the celebration of the laſt Paſſover, or through- 


out the former periods of life? But ſay Socinians, 
the proſpect of his ſufferings was now nearer. 


Surely they were not much nearer than when he 
was in the gueſt-chamber with his Diſciples ſcarce- 
ly an hour before. Beſides, it is abſurd to reaſon. 


here from the proſpe& of his ſufferings ;' for that 


proſpect was preſented to him all along i in the 


preceding part of his life. Hence we find him 


intimating to his Diſciples in Galilee, © The 8on 
« "oF Man ſhall be W into the Hands of 


2 LAY * 


* Ho 


en; and ga tall Kill im, and the thing 
0 VV Wee again.“ 

1 | VCC dla. 17 IS, . i 

N 1 5 I How low is our Church brought, when ſuch dodrine i is to- 
i | - - erated in one of her Members ! And how inconſiſtent with 
| il ; every idea of bonefly i is the Publication of ſuch doctrine by one, 
| 0 5 who, at his Ordination, expreſſed his approbation of the Con- 
1 3 5 " fefion of Faith of this Church ; nay, declared it to be the 
10 Confeſſion of his Faith? But ſhould he ſay, it becomes every 
| f | 85 man of liberahity of ſentiment, to ſearch the Scriptures for him- 
—_; ſelf ; and to alter his ſentiments, upon ſeeing things i in a new 
Fear. This will not be diſputed. But ought it not alſo to be 
Hh — allowed, in fair reaſoning, that, as he acquired a title to his 
in | 3 | ſtipend as 2 Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed Church, by declaring 
| wil N bis approbation of the Confeſſion of Faith, and promiſing to 
i | : teach the doctrines of that Confeſſion to his hearers, the mo- 
ll | ment he diſbelieves theſe doctrines, chat alteration of his reli- 
Ii | „ e ſentiments ſhould, in all honeſty, have been accompanied 
hk | with a reſignation of his living? Have not ſome Miniſters of 
(i | #16 late, who were connected with the eſtabliſhed Churches of 
| | j Scotland and England, ſet him a proper and living example 
my of integrity in this 'reſpe& ? ? Upon renouncing the doctrines of 
WA ie Standards of theſe Churches, they immediately reſigned 
14 iheir worldly livings, and formed new: connections with parti- 
0 | c̃ular Societies of their own ſentiments, © By the obſervance. of 
Wl! | 1 this line of conduct, they convinced the world, that nothing 
wy | Dy Rs bot ſerupuloſity of Conſcience could ever have induced them 
10 to depart from their Ordination-vows. © And though they 
14 | might be miſtaken in their new views, yet til! ſuch à miſtake 
=_ © was reQilied, it was undoubtedly more hongſt in them to leave 
8 the original Society, after renouneing it's avowed doctrines, 
130 + than to remain in connection with it, while all their endea- 
1 | - yours were bent to deſtroy thoſe very doctrines, which, at 
. 1 their Ordination, they had ſolemnly ome publicly fworn to 
it 1 maintain to the utmoſt of their macs OT 
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_Havine Om aan thoſe reaſons which may 
jay be ſtyled falſe reaſons of our Loay's'agony, 
let us now proceed to aſcertain and illuſtrate tho 
true reaſons of that agony. 
Wx confeſs that this is a part of — ſubjekt, of 
arhieh we can have no ae conceptions. | It is | 
revealed to our faith, but it is not explained to 
our reaſon, However, the doctrine itſelf is very 
clearly and fully taught in the new Teſtament; 
though, very probably, it is one of thoſe myſte- 
rious doctrines, which will remain incomprehen- 
ſible to finite minds, even throughout eternity. 
Let us begin with reading the expreſſions which 
the Spirit of Gop employs for conveying to us an 
4 idea of this doctrine. Ihe very words of the text 
are extremely remarkable. The Son of God is 
introduced as faying, My ſoul 1 is forrowful, ex. 
ceeding forrowful, even unto death. There is no 
mention here of his bodily ſufferings. However 
| ſevere theſe were, particularly in the concluding 
ſcene of life, our Logp never ſpake of them in 
the moſt diſtant manner. They were infinitely | 
inferior to the ſufferings of his ſoul; and there- 
fore, theſe latter ſeem, as it were, to has engroſſ. 
ed his thoughts, Hence he ſays, © My foul is 
. ſorrowful.“ Andi in the verſe immediately pre, 
| | ceding the text, we are told, * Jeſus began to be 
- 6 ſorrowful and very heavy ;” as if his ſorrow 
had never begun till this period, ſo inconceivably 
1 ſuperior to any thing he had formerly experienced 
Vas the influx of ſorrow which was new. poured 
into his holy ſoul. - Another lays, 
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8 dt; now che ü to be bort amazed and very | 
& heavy. From theſe, and ſimilar ne 
we may fairly conclude, that * | 

IP irſt reaſon of that agonizing pain which was 
n9% experienced by our Lory, aroſe. from the 
1b. of his Futber's countenance being withdrawn 
from bim. This was evidently included 1 in that 
death now endured by our Loxp. For he could 
not, with any propriety, Tay © My ſoul is ex- 
*"ceeding ſorrowful, even unto death,” had he 
continued in the uninterrupted enjoyment of the 
light of his Father's countenance. Does not the 
life of the ſoul, according to the declaration of the 
Spirit of Gov, + conſiſt in the Divine favour ; of 
conſequence, the death of the foul neceſſarily ſup- 
poſes a /i nſpenſion of that favour. This ſuſpenſion, 
indeed, could only be temporary with regard to 
Jzsvs CIS r. Is it poſſible, by the force of wire- - 
drawing criticiſm, to reſiſt the evidence Which 
here preſents itſelf to the minds of impartial and 
unbiaſſed readers? But then the illuſtration of this 
reaſon ought to be conducted with a great degree 
of caution; leſt, by taking any improper ſtep, we 
| ſhould expoſe ourſelves to the attacks of hoſtile 
| invaders. We will readily confeſs that Jusus 
 CarIsT did not, nay could not, call in queſtion 

his relation to Gop as his Father. He knew in 
the loweſt depths of his diſtreſs, that Gop was his 
Father, and that he was his Son by eternal gene. 
ration; a Son poſſeſſing the ſame divine nature 


_ meme gy with the Father. As man, be 
* Mark xiv. 33. + PR. XXX, 3. wo | | 


even knew kis toys to uur in conſec ce Ot 
| the perſonal union; and maintained the: faith of. 

that relation firm and unſhaken,, under the moſt 

overwhelming, diſtreſſes. And if we. conſider 
him in his mediatorial character, he never 

doubted at any time, nor under any ſituation, f 

the ſinal ſucceſs of his undertaking. Speaking 

upon this ſubject in ancient propheſy, we ſind 
him employing the language of a triumphant 
faith: For the Loxp Gop will help me, there- 
fore ſhall I not be confounded; therefore have 

*I ſet my face like a flint, and 1 know that 1 thall 

„ not be aſhamed.” * Nay, when things had 
come: to a criſis, and the neareſt views of death, | 
and of the. eternal world, were preſented to him, 

; his faith was free from the leaſt mixture of doubt; 

- and we behold him triumphing in the full aſtur- 
ance of being eternally with the Father. Read 
his own, words, My fleſh ſhall reſt 3 in hope: for ; 
thou wilt not leave my foul in hell; neither 
« wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One to ſee corrup- 

« tion. Thou wilt ſnew me the path of life; in 

.< ay preſence i is fulneſs-of j joy; and at thy right 

* hand are pleaſures for evermore.” +. 2 

may then be enquired, how was our Lon 

affe ted at this time by the ſuſpenſion of the ſmiles 
of his Father's face, or by the withdrawing the 
light of his Father's countenance? We humbly 
apprehend, for we ought to ſpeak with great mo- 


* Iſa. I. 7. + Plat, xvi. 9, TO, 11. Thou wilt not leave my 
« ſoul in hell,“ is, by the inſpired Author of the Acts, inter- 
. Preted, of not leaving his body in the grave, Adds i ii. 29, 33» 


2 ; A : ; 2 40 


deſty: on this Lubjec, that the 0 of his Either 
countenance was with-held from him, in as much 
as he, conſidered as Man, did not enjoy a comfort. 
able ſenſe of his relation to Goy. The human na- 
ture of our Loxp being perfectly holy, did all a- 
long, under external ſufferings, enjoy complete 
| happineſs in Goo. This circumſtance was ſufli- 
cient of itſelf to bear him up under all the ſcorn 
and contumelious uſage which he met with from 
men and devils. _ But at this awful moment, 4 
ſenſe of this happineſs is ſuſpended. Though he 
could ſtill tay, that Gop was his God, yet he expe- 
rienced this Gop deſerting him. The deſertion 
of friends was nothing when compared with the 
| deſertion of Gop, of his own God, in whom he 
: had found inconceivable happineſs. This was a 
circumſtance which now deeply wounded the ho- 
ly ſoul of the man ChRIST Jesvs. How great is | 
the ſenſibility of the ſaints, when they have juſt 
and lively views of Gop as hiding his face from 
them! But ſuppoſe a holy Angel were, for 4 
ſingle moment, to ſuffer an eclipſe of Gop's face, 
how would he cry out in unutterable anguiſh of 
ſoul! In ſuc ſituation he would feel more excru- 

_ ciating pain'than the holieſt ſaint upon earth. But 
the ſenſibility of the man CHRIST Jesvs, when the 
light of Gop's countenance was withdrawn from 
him, muſt have been far ſuperior to the ſenſibili- 
ties of all the holy Angels in Heaven, under ſimi- 
lar cireumſtances. For the holy human nature of 


* PAL Xill, 1 2 45 3, 4. Pfal. Ixxvii. 78, 9. P fal. 1xxxviii. 717. 
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' Jesvs Citzisr, from the firſt moment of it's exiſt-· 
_ ence, ſubſiſted in the e e 00 of _ n ble” 
Telghtya(iz 74nd 35. 2 

2dly, W ee ot chat we dif 
treſs now endured by our Lox, arofe from the 
 inconceivably painful and dreadful ſenſations of divine 
corath, which were impreſſed on his holy ſoul by 
the immediate hand of Gop. In the economy of 
our redemption, Gop the Father is to be conſi- 
dered as ſuſtaining the character of the great 
Judge of all. Under this character he pronoun- 
ceth the whole human race guilty ; and, in conſe- 
quence of guilt, dooms them to die. Ixsus 
CHRIST, the Surety of elect ſinners, is repreſented 
as appearing before the bar of his Father's juſ- 
tice, acknowledging the equity of the ſentence 
paſſed upon guilty men; but, at the ſame time, 
declaring his infinite iM e to ſuffer the 
whole puniſhment incurred by all the millions 
whom he repreſented. The Father, in conſe- 
quence of an eternal tranſaction with his own 
Son, accepts of the proffered payment of the e- 
let's debt at his hands. Upon which a foundation 
is laid in law and juſtice, for transferring upon 


the Son of Gop; in our low nature, the whole pu- 


niſhment due to the ſing of an elect world. Now, 
this puniſhment conſiſted chiefly in ſorrow. For 
when Gop denounced puniſhment againſt tranſs 
greſſion, he faid to the woman, I will greatly 

« multiply thy ſorrow; in ſorrow thou ſhalt bring 
„ forth children. And to Adam he faid, curſed 
eis the ground for thy wks ; in /orrow ſhalt thou 


> nee 
& eat of it all the days of thy life. From theſe 


paſſages, it plainly appears, that ſorrow was the 


very quintefſence of the curſe. And as there is no 


ſorrow like that which a ſenſe of the divine wrath 
occaſions, i it is certain, our Lord was ſuffering that 


Wrath, when he ſaid, © My ſoul is exceeding ſor- 


« rowful, even unto death!” Indeed, without 


the admiſſion of this idea, the words have no force 


nor meaning. Sofrow, ariſing from other cauſes, 
might doubtleſs make a decp impreſſion upon his 
holy ſoul. But it ought to be conſidered, that e- 
yery ſpecies and degree of ſorrow neceſſariby ſup- 


poſed the curſe originally denounced againſt tranſ- 
greſſion. Therefore, unleſs our LorD was bear- 
| Ing that curſe, he could not have experienced ſor- 


row of any kind. Upon this principle, all his pre- 


| ceding ſorrows plainly indicated, that the great 
intention of bis coming inte the world, was, to 
bear the eurſe of the law. Add to this, that on 


the preſent occaſion, the forrow of his ſoul was 


of the moſt tremendous, of the moſt overwhelm- 


ing nature; inſomuch, that it is ſaid, in the words 
of the text, to have brought a temporary death 


upon his ſoul: © My fou! is exceeding ſorrowful, 


£ even” unto death.” Now, wherein does the 
death of the ſoul. conſiſt? Not in the extinction 
of it's principles, nor the annihilation of it's po ]- - 
ers: for in this caſe no ſorrow could be felt by 
the ſoul. But our Loxp favs, © My ſoul is ſor- 
e rowful, exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death,” 


Things are men beſt iuſtrated by ce. 
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ing them with their oppoſites. | The % of the 
ſoul, as we have already ſeen Frost the thirtieth 


Palm, Hes in the divine favour, and in the cers 
tain proſpect of the enjoyment of that favour, e. 
ven throughout eternity. On the other hand, 
the death of the ſoul neceſſarily ſuppoſes a ſenſe 


of the divine favour with-held, together with 4 


| ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure impreſſed in the 
_ deepeſt manner on the ſoul, by the immediate a- 


gency of God. This was the death of which our 
Lord ſpeaks in the words of the text; and "the 


death, which, at this time, he. afually endured. 
The death of the croſs, as it implies a bare ſepa · 


ration between ſoul and bady, was nothing at all 
When compared with this death of the „. 
Tris interpretation, and this alone, accounts. 


for the other expreſſions uſed by our LoxD on 
this occaſion, In the thirty-ſeventh verſe, as we 


have heard, he began to be ſorrowful and very 
heavy. His life on earth was one continued; one 


- uninterrupted ſcene. of ſorrow. Hence was he 
_emphatically ſtyled, @ man of ſorrows and acquainted 


with grief. But the Evangeliſt ſays, that now, in 


the garden, he began to be ſorrowful. He had for- 


merly ſufſered from men, from the very men he 
came to redeem ; but now he began to ſuffer from 


| his heavenly Father. And though, very probab- 
ly, the cup of wrath, which the Father, ſuſtaining 


the character of the great judge of all, gave to 


this Son, as our illuſtrious Surety, to drink, was 
_ adminiſtered by itſelf; yet it is evident, from the 
Vords oF: our * «© Now. is my Wy te and 
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ee what ſhall I ay ? Father, fave me from this hour; 
0 but for this cauſe came J unto this hour,“ that ; 


our bleſſed Redeemer taſted of this inconceivably . 


. WY 


bitter cup, at leaſt in the way of anticipation, pri- 
or to this time, But he muſt not only taſte, but 


alſo drink deep of it; ſo deep, that the former 


taſte is not reckoned upon by the Evangeliſt. 


And hence he ſays, © Our Logp now began to be 


* ſorrowful.” In his continuing to drink of this 


bitter cup, he cries, © Father, if it be poſſible, 


60 let this cup + paſs from me!” To en this 


* John . 27. t Matth. xxvi. 39. 


. To overthrow the argument of our Lonxp's bearing di. 
vine wrath in the garden, as ariſing from theſe and the pre- 


ceding words, it hath been ſaid, that we are to compare what 


Jesvs here ſays in the thirty ninth verſe, in ſolemn prayer to 
his heavenly Father, with what he ſays to James and John, in 


Matth. xx. 23. But this diſplays deep i ignorance 0 Scrip- _ 
_ tures, and of the power of Gon. In the latter p 


: - deſign of our Logpi is eyidently to convince the ch Diſciples, 


ge, the 


br who were dreaming z of a worldly. kiagdom, and deſiring earneſt- | 
ly to be raiſed to the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſtations in that king- | 


dom, of the vanity of ſuch hopes : nay, to inform them, that, 


as his kingdom was not of this world, inſtead of riſing to ſta- 


tions of high dignity, truſt and profit upon earth, they muſt | 
enter into the kingdom of heaven through much tribulation, 
Hence, he compares the various deep diſtreſſes which they 
1 ſhould be called to endure, to a cup, in alluſion to “ a cuſtom _ 
= which prevailed among the ancients, by which the father of a 


0 family, or maſter of W was wont to ſend to his children or 
(e“ gueſts, à cup of ſuch l. quor as he intended ſor them: and by 


1 & the kind and quantity of the liquor contained in it, the reſpect 


be of the entertainer was expreſſed, Hence, cup came in general 


ff to ſignify a portion alſgned whether of pleaſure or ſorrow. And 


4 ''% 8 E R M 0 N. 
prayer with the truth of the fact, as known 
| Jesvs CHRIS, ſome have ſuppoſed, that our 
Lob, as man, did not actually know whether he 
was to drink of this inconceivably bitter cup of 
3 Father's wrath. But this cannot be ae. 
for the W reaſans. m ther e 


« many inſtances occur, in which i it 1 455 to the latter. Compare - 
7 FP ſal. xi. 6. Ixxii. 10. Ifa. Ii. 1 7. „ Doddridge. * | 
| Avv indeed the truth of our Lord's declaration was fully veri- 
fied with regard to the two Diſciples; for they were both expoſed 
: to extreme ſufferings on account af their adherence to the goſ- 
| pel. Nay, it is certain, that James was the fir/} of all the A- 
poſtles who ſuffered martyrdom for Cams, Accs xii. 2. and 
John, after enduring various extremities in the cauſe of Cuxisr, 
was baniſhed, by that cruel tyrant Domitian, into the iſle of 
; Patmos, where he tells us, that he was & I of Ghri Pe | 


. tribulaticn. 


Now, the force of the Obje tors argument is this ; Tos 
Carr bath repreſented his own ſufferings,. and the ſufferings 
of the two. Diſciples, by the figurative expreſſion of a cup; 
| therefore, Cngisr and they muſt have endured preciſely the 
fame kind of ſufferings, Is this a concluſive way of arguing ? 
If the ſame cup may, at different times, contain very different 
kinds of liquor, why may not the figurative word cup, as applied 
to Jesus CyRIST and the redeemed, denate very different hinge 
; of diſtreſs? And, is it not very evident, by attending to the cir- 
| 1 of both paſſages of Scripture, that the ſufferings 'of 
. our Logp and of the two Diſciples, though both expreſſed 0 a 
cup, were indeed of a very different kind? 5 
Is the firſt place, let us conſider that the ſufferings of 0 our 
Loxp in the garden, when he cried to his Father, ſaying, 
= Father, if it be poſſible let this cup paſs from me,” were 
Purely internal. There was nothing of an external nature that 
could, at the period now referred to, give him the leaſt uneaſineſs. | 
3 oh! the other N when he 3 the diſtreſſes 888 - 


8 
3 
; 
G 


"ge Re 


er, 


nne 
I xx the firſt place, it appears as clear to me 28 As 
ny thing can be, from John xii. 27. already referr- 
ed to, that our Loxp, prior to the celebration of 
tlie laſt paſſover, actually predicted the ſufferings 


of his ſoul; nay, experienced ſome impreſſions 5 


divine wrath py from the immediate band af 


— N ö 8 f 


Fw. „ Diſciples were to 3 he n chiefly, ic not 1 


have in his eye, thoſe external ſufferings to which they would be 
called to ſubmit for the ſake of the goſpel. 
In the fecond place, it ought to be obſerved, that 3 is 
demonſtration from Matth. xxvi. 38. that our Log, in the 
garden, was actually drinking deep of the cup of the Father's 
wrath ; but, to inſinuate that our Lox predicted ſuch lind of 


15 ſuffering to the Diſciples, is not only abſurd but impious to the 


laſt degree. The leaſt drop of wrath would have ſunk them to 
che loweſt hell eternally. 


Ir it ſhall be ſaid, that our Lox, in the j intimation he gave | 
to the two Diſciples of their drinking of hi cup, chiefly referred 


to their dying i in a violent manner, as he was to ſuffer the death 
- '6f the croſs. This, however, is to give up the axgument entire- 


iy with regard to the Diſciples enduring the ſame kind of ſuffer- 
ings with thoſe which were borne by Je8vs Cuisr in the gar- 
den. And even here there is one circumſtance ariſing from 
the general ſuffrage of antiquity, which entirely deſtroys the 
parallel between the external ſu ufferings of our Logp on the 
croſs, and thoſe experienced by John, one of the Diſciples he | 
had addreſſed. It is this; John not only ſurvived the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, but alſo died a natural death. Whereas, every 
one knows, that our Logy's death was violent, 

- From all this it clearly appears, that by the Diſciples drink | 
ing of Chri/?; cup, nothing more can be meant, than the gene- 
ral idea of their conformity to Chriſt ip ſuffering in this world. 
Hence ſays Paul, if we ſaffer with him, we ſhall 257 —.— 


2 44 
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In the next place, as 2 perfectly 7 man, he 
= have had high ideas of the holy law, and of 


7 the infinite juſtice of God; and, conſequently, 


muſt have-thought more clearly concerning the 


nature of that penalty originally denounced a- 
7 gainſt tranſgreſſion, than to confine it to mere bo- 
dily ſufferings. Saints here on earth, who are di- 
vinely illuminated, are fully convinced that the 


deſert of every one of their ſins is, the eternal 


wrath of Gop. How much more ſtrongly muſt 
the man CHRISHTH Jesvs, perfectly holy, have been 


SERMON. on 


1 


- * 


convinced that the ſins of all the millions of the 


redeemed, which were imputed to him, deſerved 
to be puniſhed with wrath, even infinite wrath? 

Hour then it is demonſtrably. certain, that our 
Lon, as man, could not poſſibly know the extent 
of Gop's wrath: for that wrath was infinite; and 
| ſurely no finite underſtanding could. comprehend 
that which is infinite. Even upon this principle, 
the propriety of our Losy's praying to his Father 


for the removal of this cup, if it were poſſible, i 15. 


perfectly evident. He might pray, if it were poſſible 


that he ſhould be exempted from wading any long- 
er in this boundleſs and bottomleſs ſea of the Fa. 


ther's wrath, which threatened entirely to ſwal., | 


low up his human nature. But as the Son of 


God, he had perfect knowledge of the whole pu- 


niſhment due to the fins of an elect world; and 


therefore, he reconciled his holy human nature, 


which might well ſhrink and ſhudder at the idea 
of divine wrath, to the appointment of Gor 1 in- 
this 3 deſign. | 
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WH Are fafther to conſider, that the mor re holy 
any creature is, the more of real happineſs he e 
perienceth: and the more happy he is, the more 
averſe he muſt be to the idea of being deprived of 


that happineſs. Upon theſe principles, a faint, ini 

this world, would tremble exceedingly at the ve- 

ry apprehenſion of enduring divine wrath but for 
a ſingle moment. A perfectly holy angel would 


have a {till more lively idea of the inconceivably | 


_ dreadful diſtreſs that would ariſe from the mo- 


mentary diſpleaſure of Gov. What then muſt 
have been the ideas of the man CHRIS Jesvs, who 
was not only perfectly holy, but in perſonal uni- 
on with Gop the Son, when he was called to en- 
counter divine wrath! _ « | 

NEITHER was our LoRD's Benn this wrath! 
8 to the character of Gop, as a late 


* We mentioned before, the groſs kennen between 


- this Gentleman's ſentiments, and thoſe expreſſed 3 in the Stan- 
dards of our Church. Let us now point out che grounds 


\ 


upon which we reſt this charge. 
He aſſerts, that our Lozy's bearing divine wrath in the gar- 

den, i is a ſentiment that ought not to be admitted, becauſe it is 

injurious to the character of God. In the Confeſſion of Faith, 


chap. viii. 4. we are told, that the Lozp Jesus endured the | 


moſt grievous torments immediately in his foul. In the Larger 
Catechiſm to Queſtion 49th, How did Cusisr humble him- 


« ſelf in his death ?? we have this anſwer : * Chriſt humbled : N 
„ himſelf in his death, in that having been betrayed by Judas, 9 
« forſaken by his Diſciples, ſcorned and rejected by the world, 


« condemned by Pilate, and tormented by his perſecutors ; 
cc having alſo conflicted with the terrors of death, and the pow- 


erg of darkneſs, FELT and BO RNE the WEIGHT of 


: U 


* n * 


| 3 ths charafhir of Gov, as inflexibly juſt, - 4 


tly ſuppoleth. On the other 5 


unſpottedly holy, and acting as the moral go», 


vernor of the univerſe, did, upon the ſuppoſi- 4 
tion of man's ſalvation, abſolutely and indiſpen- 
ſibly require, that Iꝝxsus CHRIST, the juſt, ſhould 
| ſuffer once this wrath for the unjuſt, that he might 
bring them to Gobp. Very probably the words of 
; our Loxp upon the croſs, © It is finiſhed,” relate 
to his completely drinking up the cup of divine 
ꝶ%„%C*rIrIfrf y 3 A 
_ «GOD'S WRATH, he laid down his life an offering for fin.” In 
the Shorter Catechiſm to queſtion 27th, Wherein did CHAIsT' 
* humiliation confiſt?? we have this anſwer. CnRisrs 


* humiliation conſiſted in his being born, and that in a low con- 


dition; made under the law, undergoing the miſeries of this liſe, * 
« the WRATH of GOD, and the curſed death of the croſs,” 
Sc. What a glaring inconſiſtency is here? The Church ſays, 
that the Loxp Jesvs actually underwent the "wrath cf God; 
but this Gentleman, who is a member of the Church, ſays, 
_ that a ſuppoſition of this kind is injurious to the characten af. 
God. I preſume there is no perſon ſo weak as to inſinuate a 
ſuſpicion that the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms have not the 
ſanction of the higheſt Eceleſiaſtical authority. If there are 
any perſons of this opinion, let me call their attention to the 
' 12th AR of the Gens ral Aſſembly 1710, entitled, «AQ for | 
«6 preſerving the purity of doctrine. The General Aſembly, 
40 conſidering that the purity of doctrine is a ſignal bleſſing to 
« the church of Gop, and that it bath been the great happi- 
4 neſs of this Church, ever ſince her reformation from Popery, . 
« to have enjoyed and maintained the ſame; and that avoid · 
«ing all expreſſions in matters of faith, contrary to the form 
« of ſound words, tends not a little to preſerve the ſaid purity : 
« which | is lo deſireable J and it t being —— chat in ſome 


26 A 8 R M O x. 135 
Zaly, AnoTHER highly probable reaſon for the 
preſent agony of our Lox, is, that Satan, with his 
infernal band, uro aſſailed him in the moſt furious 
manner. Satan was the declared enemy of Jzsvs 
Cnnisr, and of the cauſe in which our LoR D was 
embarked; and therefore, we might · conclude on 
general principles, that he would loſe no oppor- 
tunity of heightenin his diſtreſs; eſpecially as 
Satan's invariable ati is, to add affliction to 
the affficted. Never was the truth of this obſer- 
vation more fully verified than in his general 
conduct towards Jzsus CHRIST, while he was up- 
on earth. But the circumſtance on which, in a 
peculiar manner, I found the high probability of 
the preſent attack, is, that important paſſage in 
our Lokp's farewell Sermon, which deſerves the 
deepeſt attention, © The Prince of _ world 
&* cometh, and hath nothing in me.“ Let us 
conſider when theſe words were Bi It is 
evident, that the whole of our Loxp's farewell 


4 places, ſome innit are aſed, and opinions, as to ſome | 
« points of religion, vented, which are not agreeable to our 
„ Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and the known Senti- 
r ments of the greateſt lights, and moſt famous Goſpel Mini- 
. ſters, wherewith this Church hath been bleſſed ; Therefore, 
5 *« the eneral Aﬀembly does diſcharge all perſons to vent any 
opinions contrary to any Head or Article of the ſaid Con- 
6 feſſion and Catechiſms, or uſe any expreſſions in relation to 
< the Articles of Faich, not agreeable to the form of ſound 
6 words, expreſſed in the word of Gop, and the Confeſſion of 
C Faith and "Catechiſns of this Church, Wien are mole | Va- 
* © loadle pieces of her Reformation.” | M 


* John xiv. 30. 


= SERMON = 
Sermon, comprehendedi inthe 14, 1 55 and 16. chap- ZH 
ters of John, was delivered immediately after the 
celebration of the firſt Supper, either in the gueſt- 
chamber, or elſe during the time of our Lord's . 


walking with his Diſciples from Jeruſalem to the 
garden of Gethſemane. It does not make an 


hour of difference, which of theſe ſuppoſitions we 


adopt: for it Was night when he _ the firſt Sup: 5 


per with his Diſciples, and that very night he 


came to the garden of Gethſemane, and was be- 


trayed by Judas. Now, obſerve what our Loxp 


ſays juſt before going to the garden, the Prince 


of this world cometh;”” he does not ſay, © he ſhall 
come,“ but © he cometh;“ he is now on his way, 


and a bloody attack will quickly be made by him, 


armed with all his artillery, on me. But however 
ſharp the conflict may be, the iſſue will be glori- 


ous. I am fully aſſured of complete victory over 
him. This aſſurance ! reſt on many ſtable grounds; 


| particularly, I declare at this time, that © he hath 
i nothing 3 in me;” no party in me to co-operate 


with him in * proſecution of his diabolical der 


ſigns. 
Tris 8 ſeems to receive ſome 3 


tion from the words of Jzsus CHRIST, recorded 


by the Evangeliſt Luke, This is your hour, and 
< the power of darkneſs. Theſe words were 


ſpoken by our Lok, when he was actually in the 


garden, immediately after Judas, at the head of a 


_ ruſfian band, had given the ſignal to apprehend 


„ D 2 


» Luke xii 33. 


hir. Then we are ſure he was OM with the 
powers of darkneſs; but very probably, his con- 
flict with them began with his agony. 

 Trzxse then appear to us td be the true 52 
5 er our Lonp's agony in the garden, in oppoſition 
to the falſe or frivolous ones urged by men whoſe 
minds have never been throughly reconciled to 
the way of ſaving ſinners, by the ſubſtitution and 
 facrifice of the Son of Gov. The firſt two we 
may look upon as demonſtrably certain from the 
very words of our text; the laſt carries with it 2 
IT high degree of probability: - N 

As J conſider this ſubject to be of infinite i im- 
portance in the Chriſtian ſyſtem, and as the know- 
ledge of it is connected with true comfort and ho- 
lineſs, permit me, very briefly, to lay before you, 
Who are the ſaints of Gop, V 
of your faith, and the increaſe of your ſpiritual | 
joy,. the principles whereupon the whole of the 
reaſoning on this point is entirely built. © 

In the firſt place, when man violated the holy, - 
law, he was confidered as guilty of criminal rebel. 
lion againſt the righteous government of Gop, in 
his whole perſon, conſiſting of ſoul and body. 
Both theſe conſtituent parts of the man participat- 
ed in the guilt; and therefore, both, in Juſtice, 
_ ought to ſhare in the puniſhment. Indeed, if we 
| ſpeak with preciſion, the ſoul was the intelligent, 
thinking principle, which alone was capable of 
underſtanding the will of Gop; and, conſequent- ; 
ly, of obeying or diſobeying that will. If man 
had perſevered in a ſtate of obedience, his ſoul” | 


or the eſtabliſhment 4 


* 
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Was chiefly: to be conſidered in recommending 
and enforcing: that obedience; and repreſenting 
at once, how honourable and advantageous it was 
for the creature to live in conſtant! and uninter- 
rupted dependance upon the Creator. The body 
therefore, in this view, could have only been the 
inſtrument of the ſoul, for carrying into execu- 
tion what the ſoul projected and highly approved 


of, as becoming the ſtation aſſigned a rational crea- 


ture upon earth. On the other hand, when 


pally concerned in guilt. - It was with his ſoul 
that he liſtened to the artful inſinuations of Satan, 


in oppoſition to the plain declarations of the ever 


living and true God. His body was only the in- 
ſtrument for executing what was already deter- 
mined and reſolved upon in his ſoul. And there- 
fore, nothing was more reaſonable than this; if 
the man was to ſuffer for his tranſgreſſion, his 
foul, which was principally concerned in fin, 
| ſhould be the principal ſufferer. But if the body 
be conſidered as an acceſſary to. the ſoul in ſin, 


the body deſerved, on that account, to ſhare with 


the ſoul in ſuffering, - ; 
ay, Tas juſt deſert of fin was the infinjes f 
Wrath of Gov. He, who was offended, was ſu- 
premely glorious and excellent, a perſon of infi- 
nite dignity and beauty. Man being a creature 
poſſeſſed of rational powers, was under an infinite 
obligation to love that Gop, who had, from all e- 
ternity, remained in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 


We the excellences peculiar 0 Deity. conſe. 
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quence, af man was infinitely. bound to Ha Gon, 
it became inſinitely culpable in him to withdraw 
that love from Gop for a ſingle moment, and to 
transfer it to any other object. And where there 
is a crime of infinite evil, ſurely that crime de- 
ſer ves inſinite puniſhment. But as nothing can 
de more irrational, than to ſuppoſe that a finite 
creature is capable of bearing infinite puniſhment, 
we are hence led to ſee the true foundation of the 
eternity of hell torments.. Becauſe puniſhment 
due to tranſgreſſion cannot be exhauſted by a fi- 
nite creature in a certain limited time, it muſt be 
extended to all eternity. And this is the very 
- puniſhment threatened in the law of Gop againſt 
tranſgreſſion. In the day thou eateſt thereof, 
2 05 ſhalt ſurely die ;” thy body ſhall not only 
be liable to death, but thy whole perſon, conſiſt, 
ing of ſoul and body, ſhall be expoſed to everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction from the preſence of the Loxb, and 
the glory of his power. And hence Paul, under the 
immediate influence of the Spirit of Inſpiration, 
aſſures us © the wages of ſin is death,” eternal 
death, becauſe it is contraſted with eternal life in 
the following clauſe of the verſe. This eterna/ 
death chiefly denotes thoſe ſtrong impreſſions of 
divine wrath, which are made on the ſoul by the 


immediate agency of Gop. Hence, the call direct- 


ed to ſinners, under the diſpenſation, of the Goſ- 
pel, to fly from the wrath to come, by taking ſanc- 
tuary in the blood of the Son of Gov. | 

34), Jssvs CHRIS r, the cver-bleſſed and eternal 


„„ s E R MO 1 
Son of Gop, conſtrained by motives of ſovereign 


and ſelf- moving love, ſubſtitutes himſelf in the 


room of ſinners. And having, in the fulneſs of 


time, aſſumed their inferior nature, he generouſly 


| conſents to ſuffer, in ſou! and body, the whole pu- 


niſhment * due to the ſins of an elect world; and . 


Wh War we e have here kinted, concerning the tune of 


che atonement made by Jesus Carisr, cannot be invalidated, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, by the account we have of an angel 


from heaven being diſpatched to ſtrengthen him during his 


agony in the garden. 
Ir is abſurd to ſappoſe, that. the angel, who was one of the 
creatures of his power, could ſtrengthen him by imparting any 


Phxſical influence to him; or, which is the ſame thing in other 


words, by any actual communication of natural vigour to his 
body and mind. This exceeded the limits of the power of all 
the holy angels in heaven. It is Gop the Creator alone, who. 


at firſt gives to the creature what degree of natural Prength he 
pleaſeth; it is he alone who maintains or renews that . 8 


Ir follows therefore, that this celeſtial courtier, now diſpatch- 
ed from the heavenly world, could only ſtrengthen our Lox» 
morally ; that is, by ſetting before the mind of the man Cu 
Jesus ſuch ſtriking motives as were ſuited, by the divine bleſf- 
ing, to introduce ſome degree of comfort into his human ſoul, 
now diſtreſſed beyond all conception, and urging theſe motives 
in the ſtrongeſt manner. For it is by no means inconfiſtent 
with our Lozy's completely drinking the cup of the Father's 


_ wrath, to ſay, that, at certain intervals, there were GO 


| gents of comfort which broke in upon his ſoul. 


Ir any one ſhall afk, what were the motives which were pro- 


pounded by the angel to the man CnRISTH Jrsvs, the operation 
of which, by the divine bleſſing, gave him ſome degree of 


comfort; and conſequently, ſome degree of ſpiritual ſtrength ? 


We reply, as Scripture is filent, it would be going beyond our 


depth to pretend to aſcertain them. We only ſay, that what 
vu "moſt — to us, is, the « the angel, on 1 | occaſion, 


— — — — % 
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| thered#6 to Fi the 8 foundation, i in the very 
125 juſtice of God, for their dehverance from ſuffer- 
ing in ſoul and body. And as they deſerved to ſuf - 


Mom 


fer chiefly 1 in their ſouls, it evidently follows, that 


the principal ſufferings endured by the Surety; . 


muſt be in his ſoul. And when can he be ſuppoſ- 
ed to ſuffer in his ſoul, if not in the garden of 


Gethſemane, when he himſelf ſaid, My ſoul is 


e exceeding ſorrow ful, even unto death ?” Did 
the people he repreſented deſerve wrath; and ſhall 


wrath come, even to the very uttermoſt, upon all 


who are not finally found intereſted in the glori- 
ous Surety ! ? It follows, as an unavoidable conſe- 


ed all that wrath which was the deſert of all the 
ſins pt the countleſs myriads of the elect. But 2 


urged to the man age Jesus, that ks 8 ange 


however awſul and tremendous, would quickly have an end; 
that, during the ſhort time of their continuance, his faith, : 
founded on the promiſe of an unchangeable Gop to ſtrengthen 


and uphold him, ſhould remain firm as a rock; and particu- 


larly, that he, in his Mediatorial character, was ju? noau the ob- 


ject of the Father's infinite complacency and delight. Add to 
theſe conſiderations, that the angel might now exhibit to the 
mind of the man CarisT Jesvs ſuch a ſtriking. repreſentation 
of the glory that would eternally redound unto Gov, and to 


| himſelf as Mediator; and of the bappineſs which would arife to 
countleſs myriads of the redeemed from his preſent ſufferings, 


as might, through the divine bleſſing, introduce ſome degree 


of comfort into the human ſoul of Jesus CurisT ; and conſe- 
| quently, give him ſome degree of ſpiritual ſtrength 2 for the 
joy of the Lons is ſtrength to the upright. As theſe ſeem to 


me to be highly probable, the adoption of them tends, in ſome 
meaſure, to illuſtrate this important paſſage of holy writ, 


quence, that Jzsvs, our adorable Redeemer, ſuffer- 


\ 


his own ſoul: for the tenor of the ſentence paſſed 
by the eternal and unchangeable law of Gop was, 


In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely - 
« die;“ + thou, or a Surety in thy ſtead. The 


law did not, and could not, admit.of any other 


alternative. To ſay, as ſome do, that Jzsvs deli. . 
vercth us from the wrath to come, by affording us 
the means and motives of repentance, is, to trifle 
with the holineſs, the juſtice, and the faithfulneſs - 
of Gop; and to ſhow no regard at all to the cha- 
racer of Gop, as che moral e of the 


world. 


_ juſt the treatment was which our Logp met witk 


from men, both before and after his agony in the 


garden, yet we are to conſider him, at this time, 
as ſuffering j from the hands of Gop, Shall 
© not the Judge of all Ip earth do Es: * Was a 
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ſenſe fn as we have raider bd is the ve 
1 quinteſſence of the curſe; and gives us a true 
and an affecting idea of that death which was now 
brought upon the ſoul of the Son of God. This 
is plain ſcriptural reaſoning; and we hope, in 4 
peculiar manner, calculated to illuſtrate and con- 
firm the truth of that beautiful expreſſion, upon 
which I deſire, through grace, to reſt my everlaſt- 
ing hopes: © Ixsus, who delivered us from the 
* wrath to come.” * He could not, with reve. 
rence be it ſpoken, deliver his people from wrath 
in any other way, than by bearing that wrath in 


athly, WX obſerve, that ee cruel and un- 
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— of Gov. In the economy of our redemption, — 
the Father, as we have formerly remarked, is con- 


8 R Mm 0 N. 
nt ſounded in the eternal juſtice 18 holi- 


ſidered as fuſtaining the character of the great 
Judge of all. Under this character, he was ob- 
Hged to inflict puniſhment either on the ſinner 
himſelf, or elſe on his Surety. To have inflicted 
-puniſkment neither on the one nor on the other, 


would have been openly denying his juſtice, his 
holineſs, and his faithfulneſs; or, which is the 


ſame thing in other words, telling all worlds, that 


he was no longer the juſt, the holy, or the faith- 
ful Gop. Now, as he had agreed, in the eternal 
-covenant-tranſattion with his own Son, to accept 
of him as the Surety, of elect ſinners, his juſtice 
mußt transfer on him the whole puniſhment which 


their ſins deſerved- And therefore, the Father, 
in pouring into the holy ſoul of Jesvs. Curr all 
that wrath which was the deſert of his people” 8 
ſins, acted in a manner becoming the majeſty, the 
holineſs, the juſtice, and the rectoral onty of | 
the God-head. 
Bur here a difficulty « occurs, which hath — 1 
conſidered as inſuperable by the enemies of the 
doctrine of atonement. They have ſaid plainly, 


if it be certain that Ixsus CHRIST bore the wrath 


of God under the character of the Surety of ſin- 
ners, then it ſeems evidently to follow, that Ixsus 


.CrnrIsT was, at that time, the object of his Fa- 


ther's diſpleaſure. But, ſay they, nothing is more 


evident than that he was the object of the Fa- 


ther” 3 higheſt love and rer, under his 
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which is only apparent, if we view the . : 


inſpiration, ſeems to have acquired all the force 
of a real one, by the unhappy diſtinction to which 
ſome of the friends of the doctrine of atonement 
| have had recourſe, They have ventured to inſi- 
nuate, that Gov the Father was infinitely well 
pleaſed with Jzsvs CHRIST as his own Sen; but 
that he was diſpleaſed with him as Mediator, Now, 
I call this an unhappy diſtinction; becauſe it is fo 


far from being ſupported by any ſolid Scripture 
argument, that it is as evidently contrary to Scrip- 
ture as any thing can be. Ixsus CHRIST, as Me. 
diator, was the object of the Father's higheſt love 
and complacency even from eternity. Was it not 
the Father who ſet him up as the head of a re- 


_ deemed world, in the divine counſels, from ever- 
| laſting ages? And would Go, infinitely wiſe, do 
a thing with which he was diſpleaſed ? It is impi- 


ous to the laſt degree to ſuppoſe it, Again, was 


it not Gop the Father, who ſet him forth in the 
fulneſs of time to be a propitiation for ſin, through 

faith in his blood? Here alſo one might aſk, did 
the Father do a thing with which he had reaſon 


cluſive, let us appeal to the words of Jesvs CH ISH] 
; Therefore doth the Father love me, becauſe I 


ke -* John x. 4 7. bs 


do be diſpleaſed? But inſtead of arguing in this 
way, though to us perfectly convincing and con. 


„ lay: down my life for the ſheep.” * Here our 
dn . _ of himſelf under his a | 
E 2 
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e e and aſſures us, that tha Fathet 
loveth him, becauſe be was to lay down his life a ran- 
- em for the ſheep. Of conſequence, / Jesvs' ChRaT 
could not be the object of * ae 3 WR or 
diſpleaſure on that account, ; 5 
How then, may it be ſaid, is aeg 


the wrath: of Gop conſiſtent with his being the ob. 


ject of the Father's love, even in his mediatorial 
character? It might be ſufficient to ſay, in the way. 
of reply, that if both theſe appear evidently to be 
facts ſtated in the word of Gop, we are to give 
full credit to them, though we ſhould be unable 
to reconcile the one with the ather. There are 
many things which form an important part of di- 
vine revelation, of which we can have no adequate 
conception: but furely it would be very abſurd, 
on this account, to reject them. In the preſent 
caſe; the difficulty will, in a great meaſure, evaniſh, 
if we attend to the following conſiderations. © 
Is the firſt place, what deſerves the deepeſt at. 
tention is, that the very reaſon aſſigned by our 
Loap himſelf, in the paſſage juſt now. referred 
to, why the Father loves him as Mediator, is, be. 
cauſe he was to lay down his life for the ſheep 3 
that is to ſay, becauſe he was to bear the wrath 
of God in the room of the redeemed. Now, 
if this was the very reaſon of the Father's love to 
him in his mediatorial character, the difficulty. 
ſeems wholly to diſappear, We confeſs, no in- 
ſtance completely parallel can be found among 
men. : All the ways of Gop are unſearchable ; and 
particularly, this way of his laying the * 


A M O * 0 


ment of our iniquities upon his own Son, who had 
_ generouſly undertaken our cauſe.” But we are 
 O6bliged to aſſert, that love to him, as Mediator, is 


conſiſtent with the infliction of that puniſhment 5 
| upon him. To help our conceptions in this mat« 


ter, we may think of a great king ſending his ſon 
into the diſtant parts of his dominions, to quell a 
rebellion that threatened the entire diffolution of 


his government. Would not this king love his 


ſon in his military character, becauſe he had fought 


and bled in ſupport of his government; and had 


been ſucceſsful in ſubduing the rebels, and reſtor- 
ing the bleſſings of peace among his father's ſub- 
jects? The parallel is not, and cannot be complete; 3 
the ſimile is only introduced to aſſiſt us in conceiv- 
ing of this myſterious affair. Sacred writ repre- 
ſents the Father of mercies, as taking pleaſure to 


bruiſe his own Son. Not that he had pleaſure in 


the act of bruiſing. To ſuppoſe this, would be im- 


pious to the laſt degree. He hath no intrinſic 


pleaſure in puniſhing devils and damned ſpirits in 
hell throughout eternity. It is the glory of his 
| Juſtice, and the honour of his moral government, 

which require the infliction of puniſhment upon” 


them without interruption and without end. 


Much leſs could he have pleaſure in the act of 
| bruiſing his on Son. But when JnHOVAH the 
Father faw the glorious conſequences which would 
ariſe from this conduct of his towards his own. 
Son; when he ſaw that hereby occaſion would 
by rue to ths hi gheſt poſſible manifeſtation of 
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4 the fr A perfections, and to the e o 
countleſs millions of loſt men, it pleaſed JeHovan 
the Father, in this view, to bruiſe his own Son. 
Ibis farther demonſtrates, that our Lonp, at this 
time, was not che ga of his Father $ Ale. 
fure, 


2dly, WI may, SP) we ought to id gui = 


tween fin itſelf, and the perſon on whom it's pu- 
niſhment is transferred by a divine conſtitution. 
9 With regard to ſin itſelf, it always was, and 


throughout eternity muſt remain, the object of 


. Gop's higheſt diſpleaſure. But it by no means 


follows, that he who was holy, harmleſs, undeſil- 
ed and ſeparate from ſinners, and who was choſ- 


en by Gop for the very purpoſe of glorifying all 
the divine perfections by thę expiation of the guilt 
of elect ſinners, ſhould be the Object of his wrath. 
Indeed, ſin imputed to CurisrT was the object of 
the divine indignation and wrath; ; therefore, 
Gov puniſhed it even in the perſon of his own 
Son, in the moſt awful and exemplary. manner. 
But ſtill, in the apprehenſion of Gop, there was a 
diſtinction now made between the puniſhment of 
ſin actually inflicted, and the perſon choſen by 
Soy to ſuffer that puniſhment for the vindication 
of the authority and government of Gon. in the 

i nien . ; LD 


EVEN with regard to the A. SEG in this world, 


| it is demonſtrably certain, that their perſons are 


accepted in CRRIS T Jxsus, the bleſſed Beloved ; 


that is, Gop is well pleaſed with them in Crug 


Jesvs, But who would be ſo abſurd as to ſay, 


: 

\ 
\ 
| 


SERMON 


7D that Gank 18 ara pleaſed with fin in them! ? On the 
other hand, God hates fin in the ſouls of Kis peo- 
ple, as much as he doth in devils and damned pi. 
rits. | 
IN like manner, 8 we not conceive 45 
Gon the Father might love his Son, as Mediator, 
in the tendereſt manner, and yet hate fin imput- 
ed to him, and puniſh that fin ſuitably to its infi- 
5 nite demerit. A father may love a ſon tenderly 
even when he chaſtiſes him for his faults. Much 
more might Gop the Father love his Son, as Me- 
diator, even when he was puniſhing in his perſon 
that which was no fault of his, but che fault of 
the men he came to redeem. _ 5 
34, WE ſee plainly, in the caſe of Job's friends 
how love to their perſons is conſiſtent with a 
ſtrong expreſſion of indignation at their ſins. We 
Z ſuppoſe there are none who will doubt that Job's 
I three friends were indeed the friends of Gop; and 
7 yet, hear the Lorv's addreſs to Eliphaz, wa My 
:  «& qwrath is kindled againſt thee, and againſt thy 
* | <« two friends.” Why? © For ye have not fpok- 
A « en of me the thing that is right, as hath my 


1 

f « ſervant Job. Wherefore, take unto yourſelves 
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ſeven bullocks, and ſeven rams, and go to my 
_ « ſervant Job, and offer up for yourſelves a burnt 
40 offering, and he ſhall pray for you, for him will 
10 Laccept; ; leſt I deal with you after your folly.” * 


l. Here it is evident, when Gop fays, © My wrath 
« _ is kindled againſt you,” the meaning IS, my 
3 wrath i is kindled 3 ſin in n you, and committ-· 
F | = | LD 15 5 Ge xe 5h NS 
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= a by you ; for- their perſons were ſtill A 0 
through the great Mediator. In like manner, 
might not love to Chaisr, as Mediator, be per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the divine indignation ex· 
e at ſin ee to him ? LSE EO 


WII now. . in the third place, as was 
propoſed, to point ont the infiuence of this im- 
portant doctrine upon univerſal holineſs. T his | 
part of the ſubject would appear deeply intere/ting 
to real Chriſtians at all times, as it is their high 
ambition to expreſs the influence of their religious 
principles'i in the general courſe of their conduct. 
But there are times, when the thorough diſcuſſion 
of any particular point appears much more neceſ- 
fary than at others. And ſurely, if ever there 
was a time when men, well affected to the inte- 
reſts of real Chriſtianity, were called upon to de- 
monſtrate the influence of their principles upon 
univerſal holineſs, it is the preſent time. For zo 
we ſee men boldly avowing their diſbelief of the 
E Ningulſping doctrines of Chriſtianity; ; and at the 
ſame time affecting, with an air of plauſibility, to 
repreſent the fallacious ſyſtem of principles they 
| have adopted as equally ſubſerving the general in- 
tereſts of virtue. For this reaſon, I hope to meet 
with the approbation of the candid Reader, while 
I attempt to repreſent what is the influence of a 
true belief of this doctrine, that the Son of Gor, 
as our Surety, ſuffered divine wrath; and how that 
influence. is impaired or deſtroyed, by thoſe who 
would account for our Lozo' 8 1 with 


out acknowledging that doctrine. With this 
view, I ſhall argue from principles, which every 


one, who conſiders the ſprings of action in the”: 


human heart, muſt admit. 
In the firit place, that doctrine i 18 705 talented: 7 


to promote holineſs, which gives the highe/t and 


moſt illuſtrious diſplay of the juſtice and holineſs of 
Gon. This is evident at firſt view; becauſe the : 
intention of God, in all his works, is, to diſplay ' 
his glory, and to make his holineſs apparent be- 
fore the eyes of intelligent creatures. And the 
higher diſplay he gives of his glory, the more 
ſtriking repreſentation of his holineſs is exhibited. 
Now, where can we have ſuch a high view of the 
juſtice and holineſs of Gop, as in the contempla- 
tion of his Son enduring divine wrath? Juſtice | 


will appear awful in puniſhing devils and damned 85 


ſpirits in hell throughout eternity. But juſtice 
appears more awful, and more tremendous, in inflict. ; 
ing the puniſhment of our ſins, nay, the whole 
puniſhment we deſerved, upon the incarnate Son 
of God, when reppeſenting an elect, world. The 
Mflexible nature of divine Juſtice never did, ne- 
ver can appear ſo ſtrongly, as in the exacting from 


the hands of God's own, God's infinitely well belov- 


el Son, the utmoſt farthing of that debt which we. 
had- incurred. If ever any part of it could have 


been remitted, ſurely it was when the Son of the 


Father's love undertook to pay it. But the not 


| ſparing him, the not giving, him any 1 favour or indul- 


gence in this reſpect, demonſtrated to all intelli- 


gent worlds, * divine juſtice Was an eſſential 
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3 af the God-head ; and that it FEY no 


more be Spend. with, than Gop could r 
himſelf. 55 | | 


Acad, in the e of the Son: of; 


Gov bearing divine wrath, -as the juſt deſert of 


our ſins, we have the highe/? poſſible di play of the 
infinite holfneſs of Gop. Had any ſacrifice, infe- 


rior to that of Jxsus CHRIST, been ſufficient for 


appeaſing the offended majeſty of heaven, and 
turning away his wrath. from tranſgreflors, it is 


certain that we never could have ſeen the glory. 
of divine holineſs ſhining forth with meridian ſplen- 


dour. Upon that principle, ſinners might have 
ſuppoſed, that, guilty and condemned as they 


were, acceſs to Gop might eaſily be procured for 
them. But hen: no leſs a ſacrifice than that of 


Gop's own Son was available to the purpoſe of 
expiating our guilt, the ſinner's acceſs to Gon 
ſeemed to be a matter attended with infinite diſſi- 


culty, For now it appeared to all intelligent worlds, 


that Gov muſt eternally remain at an unap- 


proachable diſtance from ſinners, did not his Son, 
Who was his /2/low and equal, give himſelf, in hu- 


man nature, to be the ranſom for their ſouls ; and 


thereby preſerve unſullied the glory of divine ho- 


linefs, in the redemption of loſt men. And there- 


fore, with reverence be it ſpoken, it was impoſ- 


fible for Gop himſelf to give a higher manifeſta- 
tion of the glory of his infinite juſtice and holi- 
neſs, than that which he exhibited to all intelli- 


gent worlds in his own Son, while ſuffering di-, 


vine Wrath. Of conſequence, in the vicarious 


7 


3 


fufferings of be Curtsr, we have views of the 


juſtice | and holineſs of Gop, which are as much 
calculated for promoting holineſs as the infiite 


wiſdom of Gop could contrive. * 
Ox the other hand, the Socinian doctrine, 


which repreſents Ixsus CHRIST as a mere man, 


and ſubject only to external ſufferings for the 


good of men, cannot, in it's own nature, be calcu- 


lated. to promate holineſs. For inſtead of giving 
men juſt and affecting ideas of the juftice und holi- 
nes of Gon, it is really ſuited to miſſead them. 


For the Socinians deny at leaſt the exerciſe of pu- 
nitive * juſtice in Gon. Hence they ſay, it was 


not neceſſary to infli& the puniſhinent of our ſins 


either on us, or on CHRIST JesUs. And as juſtice 
ariſeth from wiſdom and goodneſs, they, of conſe. 


quence, deny that Gon is either wiſe or good. 
Again, the holineſs of Gop, which ſpreads a luſtre 


over all the perfections peculiar to Deity, is not 


and cannot be beheld in it's proper light by thoſe. 
who fit down on pure Socinian principles. His 


infinite love to holineſs can never appear in deli. 


vering up a mere man to ſuffering, when, accord- 
ing to the Socinian ſcheme, it was very eaſy for 
him to pardon the ſinner, and receive him into 
favour, without any ſatisfaction for his offence. 
In the ſufferings of CHRISTH, according to that 


Tc . ſee only the holineſs of a mere man; „ 


F 2 


* 


* By punitive juſtice, we „ that perfection of che 


divine nature, which is employed in awarding or inflicting that 


puniſhment which is connected with the violation of the law. | 
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but! in nis vicarious ſufferings, the real Christian 


ſees the holineſs of Gov. Hence the glory of 


_ Gov's holineſs is e eclipſed 6h the Soci- 


nians. | 
Axe theſe the views of the juſtice n+ holi- 


neſs of Gov, which are calculated to make men 
Chriſtians? If ſuitable views of the divine perfec- 
tions lay a deep foundation for genuine Chriſtian- 

ity in the ſoul, partial and erroneous views of 
| them muſt be favourable to falſe religion. Now, 


the God whom the Socinians adore, is not the 


God revealed in the Scriptures: for the God re- 


'vealed in the Scriptures ſubſiſts in three perſons, 


: Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. But the God of 
Socinians is one perſon, The Saviour of real 
"Chriſtians is the Son of Gov, in human nature, 
ſuffering the puniſhment” due to their offences; 
but the Saviour of Socinians is a mere man, who 


only endured external ſufferings. The fantifi. 


er of real Chriſtians is the Holy Ghoſt, who is 
poſſeſſed of the ſame divine nature and perfec: 
tions with the Father; but this Holy Spirit, ac- 
_ cording to Socinians, either has no perſonal exiſt. 
| ence at all, or elſe is a mere creature. | 


How then can the religion of Socinians be the 
ſame with that of real Chriſtians? Indeed, the one 
is as oppoſite to the other as darkneſs is to light. 
Does the contemplatian of the ſoul ſufferings of 
Jesus CrrisT inſpire the believing ſinner with 


Juſt views of Gop, and thereby lead to univerſal 


holineſs ; the tendency of this part of the Soci- 


nian ſcheme is, to lead men to ere an idol or 


4 8-E-R M O N. 25 
Raitious deity in their own minds, and then fall 


down and worſhip that imaginary being. Let 
no perſon ſay, that this is a digreſſion from the 


argument. I am juſt now repreſenting the falſe . 


views of Gov, which the Socinian doctrine, with 
regard to CRISr's ſufferings, gives. And there- 
fore, it clearly follows, that the tendency of Soci- 


# 
nianiſm is either to idolatry, groſs idolatry, on 


the one hand, or to Atheiſm on the other. I 
pretend not. to fay that Socinians ſee the conſe. 


quences of their own principles; but it is ſurely 


my buſineſs to urge them. 


2dly, Tray doctrine-. which ns the moſt few: 
ly and affecting repreſentation of the infinite evil 


of fin, is, without all doubt, moſt eminently cal- 
| culated to promote the intereſts of holineſs, Now, 
| where can we have ſuch ſtriking views of the in- 
finite abhorrence which God expreſſes at all ſin, 
as in the ſufferings of his own Son? Had it been 
_ conſiſtent with the perfections peculiar to Dei- 


ty, to forgive ſin without a facrifice of infinite 


value, who can think that Gop, whoſe perfect 


wiſdom leads him to do nothing in vain, would 
have ſet forth his own Son to be a propitiation 


for ſin, through faith in his blood? But in this 
myſterious diſpenſation, we behold indeed an 


infinite evil in tranſgreſſion. For Gov, in the 
tremendous ſufferings of his Son, gave a pub- 
lic notification to all intelligent worlds, chat the 
leaſt ſin that ever was committed, could not be 
pardoned without the ſhedding of blood of infi- 


nite value. The inconceivable malignity which 


* 55 3 R M 0 N. 
is in ſin c can never be completely ſeen” in it's el. . 
feds, while theſe effects appear only in finite crea- 
tures. And hence, the deſtruction of the anti-de- 

luvian world, or the pouring forth torrents of li- 
quid fire upon the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrha, or even puniſhing the wicked eternally 
in hell, are not ſuited to give a. complete view of 

the evil of tranſgreſſion. In all theſe inſtances, 

we only behold creatures ſuffering for their cri- 
minal rebellion in riſing up againſt the righteous 

government of Gop; but, in the ſufferings of 
Ixsus CHRIST our redeeming Loxp, we ſee the 
Creator himſelf ſuffering in the inferior nature of 
his own creature. And therefore, this was the 

moſt aſtoniſhing ſpectacle that ever was preſented 
to the eyes of intelligent creatures ſince the com- 

| mencement of time; and probably there will be 

. nothing in the annals of eternity that can once be 

| compared to it. The view therefore of our 

| Lonp's ſufferings, eſpecially in his ſoul, is as 

| | much ſuited to create the utmoſt abhorrence of all 

| | manner of i iniquity in believing men, as the infi- « 

. nite wiſdom of God could contrive. Here the 

| 


Son of the Father's love, and ſecond perſon of 
the adorable Trinity, is beheld, in conſequence of - 

| „ own voluntary undertaking, as drinking of 

| the cup of the Father's wrath. Neither is it a 

1 few drops of that wrath which can ſatisfy divine 

i Juſtice for the ſins of men; the Whole of what 

was due to elect ſinners muſt, be drunk up, Pay, 

the very qregs of this cup of trembling complete- 

ly exhauſted. Therefore, if fin does not appear 
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in the ſufferings of the Son of Gop an infinite 


evil, which every rational creature ought to avoid 
with the utmoſt care, we may ſay with reverence, 5 
that it. is impoſſible for Gop himſelf to give N x 


clearer. and more affecting repreſentation of it. 


ON the other hand, upon the Socinian prin- 
ciples, the intrinſic evil of fin cannot be ſuitably 


diſcerned. A vail is drawn over it's malignity ; 
and afluming a falſe appearance, it ſolicits with 


ſucceſs the affetions of it's deluded votaries. 


For by their ſcheme, the wrath of Gop was no 
part of the juſt deſert or demerit of ſin. If fia 
deſerved to be puniſhed in that Way, undoubted- 


ly that puniſhment muſt be inflicted either on the 


ſinner himſelf, or elſe on the Surety. But if fin : 


Sas. © 
/ 


deſerved no ſuch puniſhment as the bearing of 
divine wrath implies, and if no facrifice of ini. 


nite value were neceſlary to expiate it's guilt, then 


there was no infinite evil in fin, Gop was not in- 


finitely diſpleaſed at it; and therefore, could not 


act as if he were ſo, by nete opt een eter Y 


nal puniſhment. N 
Suck is the tendency of the Socinian Wee 


a ſcheme, which, by ſlight and partial views of 


ſin, extenuates it's guilt, which imagines it treat- 
ed with indulgence under the government of 


Go, and diveſts the Deity of his character as in- 


finitely righteous and holy. Such a ſcheme, I 


ſay, inſtead of advancing, | or even ſupporting the 


true intereſts of holineſs and virtue, overthrows 


their very foundations, diſarms threatened pu- 


niſhment of it's terror, lulls the offender faſt a. 


.. 
1 
9 4 


r 


r 
——— * 


— — 
— ——ůůꝛ u— 


"a+ Ry — — 


—— es > eee 
. 


* — —— D 
* Pra: 


re 


—— 2 > — — — 
—————— 2 —————— — 
** — abs 


— 
% 


4 Ak 0 E R 11 0 N. 


lep in ſin, ails from his Gabs the neceſſity „ 
Saviour, and encourages him to go on in impeni- 
tence and unbelief, till he land in the regions f 
horrour and deſpair. The pernicious tendency of 


theſe errors remains, though men who teach them 
may be blind to it, nay, think they are contending 


for important truths; and hence, with the raſh and 1 
furious zeal of a perſecuting Saul, and of the an- 


cient Phariſees, __ 3 ſea and land to nen 
one proſelyte. . 
adly, THar doctrine 0 en A "_ a 45 i 


lid foundation for ſpiritual joy muſt be eminently 
ſubſervient to the intereſts of holineſs. For holi- 


neſs and ſpiritual joy have a reciprocal influence 


upon one another. The more any one is diſtin- 


guiſhed for purity of character, the higher will 
his tranſports of ſpiritual joy riſe; and, on the 
other hand, the greater his joy in God, the more 


ſtriking reſemblance will he bear to the Deity in 


true holineſs. This will not be controverted by 
any man of reflection. And indeed, it were eaſy 


to ſhow that both parts of the propoſition have a 
deep foundation in the word of Gop. Are we 
not expreſsly told, that they who walked in the 

fear of the Lon, walked alſo in the comfort of 

the Holy Ghoſt? On the other hand, what is 


the meaning of the godly man being ſo frequent- 

ly introduced as delighting in the law of the 
Loxp; + as making the ſtatutes of the moſt high 
Gop his ſong in the houſe of his pilgrimage? f ls 


it not evidently this, that the higher tranſports of 
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ſpiritual j joy he riſeth to n of chm 3 
the influence of ſovereign 
traces of the divine image are left upon his ſoul? 
For the very nature and tendency of ſpiritual joy 
is, to elevate and ennoble the ſoul; by reſtoring it 
to it's true dignity, and giving a happy amm? | 
to all it's powers. 8 
Now, that the doarine of aun 8 Wan tha 
wrath of Gon, which we are conſidering, lays the 
deepeſt foundation for the believing ſinner's partis 
cipation of ſpiritual joy, is evident to any perſon 
who credits the truth of divine revelation; Are We 
not told, that our Logd © was wounded for our 
<« tranſgreſſions; and that by his ſtripes we are 
«+ healed?” * Or; to diveſt the expreſſion of the 
metaphor, that the ſufferings of our LoxD pro- 
cured for us all ſpiritual and heavenly bleſings; _ 
And is not every one of theſe à copious ſource of ._ 
joy? The inſpired apoſtle likewiſe informs us, 
«© That Gop ſet forth his own Son to be a propi« 
* tiation for ſin through faith in his blood; to 
“ declare his righteouſneſs in the remifion of 
* ſins.” 4 Is there no joy ariſing from the for- 
giveneſs of fin? Surely, if we believe our Lorp, 
this is to be conſidered as the primary or radical 
ſource of a ſinner's joy; © Son; be of good chear, 
« thy ſins are forgiven thee.” 1 And to mention 
only one paſſage more, Ixsus CryrisT,” we are 
told, was made fin, a'/in-offering for us.” For 
what end? © That we might be made the righ- 


Ila. lili; 5s F Rom. iii. 25. 26. + Matth. ix. 2, 


F 


ace, the br ighter 8 
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* teouſneſs of Gov in him.“ nnd is Were 10 
joy in a ſinner's ſtanding accepted eternally be- 
fore Gop infinitely holy, through faith in FOR im- 
2 righteouſneſs of Jzsus CHRIST TDC 
Bou it is unneceſſary to proceed any farther in | 
referring to particular paſſages. This glorious | 
doctrine pervades the whole of revelation; and 
if it were exploded, revelation itſelf would be 
of little or no conſequence to us. And indeed, 
the thing is ſelf evident. For if, as hath been al- 
ready proved, we deſerved eternal wrath, muſt it 
not create ineffable joy in the ſoul to be deliver- 
ed from that wrath? Would the man who had en- 
dured the moſt agonizing pain ariſing from a violent 
fit of the gout or gravel, for the ſpace of twenty- 
four hours, think himſelf deeply indebted to 4 
phyſician who was happily inſtrumental in deli. 
vering him? And would his joy on obtaining the 
deliverance riſe in proportion to his former ſor- 
row? Then fay, if imagination itſelf can figure, 
What muſt be the joy of the believing ſinner, 
when he hears that his deliverance from an eter- | 
nity of wrath was purchaſed for him with the 
price of the blood of Gop's owri Son. For one 
fingle drop of divine wrath is infinitely more tor- 
menting to the ſoul, than the accumulation of all 
the external diſtreſſes ever known ſince the foun- 
dation of the world can be to the body. And 
muſt it not be a great acceſſion to his joy, to be 
aſcertained, on the authority of the faithful Gop, 
of a title to eternal life, ed che vicarious 


22 
— 
os. 


* — po — — — _ — — _ — 
. ä 
* — — — « — — * Ev” wt — — Y 
8 — — ws — Jo — 
— — 8 -  —— — — — — = - * dab a — . — — 
2 IC. ——_ —— — — . :: —— —— x —V — — _ — —— Www - * — 
s 9 — — — — 8 oe - ade — 222i 

. * 


r 


DC. CC VU ——_— 


— 


G” 2 Cor. oo; Sk 


0 - "a SERMON. | 3 
fufferings of the Loap Jesus CuRIsT ? Nay; A 


growing conformity to his holy image. 


moment he is juſtified, he receives the ſpirit of 


ſanctification through faith in the righteouſneſs > 
of Gov. There is now a ſpring of joy opened in 
his ſoul which will never run gry. And in pro- 
portion as that joy is increaſed through the re- 
newed ſupplies of the Spirit of CHRIs Tr, ſuch will 


be the progreſs the ſaint makes in univerſal holi- 
neſs. For the joy which comes from Gop al- 
ways leads to Gop; and conſequently, mn 
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LIT us now view. the argument on the 8 


ther ſide of the queſtion; and it. is evident 


that the Socinian doctrine, which diveſts our 
Lord of the glory of being a. complete. Surety, 


at the ſame time excludes from the reſt into 
which they who believe do enter, by viewing 2 
| finiſhed. redemption; and from the joy unſpeak- 


able and full of glory often felt from a ſenſe of 
intereſt in the blood and merits of the Savioux. 
But ſomething more dreadful muſt be added. 


That ſcheme, while it cheriſhes in it's blind de- 


luded vgtaries the joys of preſumption and ſelf- 
deceit, conducts them, after theſe dreams of bliſs 
are over, to the e of e darkneſs and 
deſpair. 5 

_ 4thly, Trar ine 1 is 5 e | 
to promote deep humility, evidently tends moſt 
effectually to ſtrengthen the obligations to holi- 


neſs. The truth of this principle cannot be call- 


ed im queſtion by any but by the ſceptic, or pro- 


fane * with neither of whom we with, juſt 
8 G & iT 


„ 4 8 


now, to reaſon. 2 Humility is the very ornament | 
of the Chriſtian; and it prevails in the ſoul, in 


an exact proportion to the degree of holineſs 
which is attained through the influence of ſove- 
reign and almighty grace. Hence, the moſt ho- 
ly faint on earth is the moſt humble; and hence 
alfo, the glorified faint within the vail, has at- 
tained to a degree of humility, unknown and 
unexperienced by the wiſeſt and beſt of the chil. 
dren of God connected with this preſent ſtate. 
A man may be poſſeſſed of very bright and dify 
inguiſhed talents; but if he be under the govern- 
ing influence of pride, it is impoſſible that theſe 
talents can be properly applied. Pride ſullies all 
their luſtre; and renders thoſe very gifts which 
might be eminently and extenſively uſeful to 


men, the very means of doing them the greateſt 


Miſchief. On the other hand, hymility adorns 
the moſt ſhi ning abilities which any man an 


poſſeſs. 


r Now, it will be eaſy to ſhow, that he doctrine 
of the Son of God's enduring divine wrath is e- 


minently calculated to lay proſtrate every idea 


of pride and ſelf importance in the human ſoul. 


With this view, we are to conſider, 
Ixx the firſt place, that the deepeſt ſenſe of the * in- 


ner a dependance upon Ged for deliverance from e- 
ternal wrath, and for his title to etcrnal happi 
f neſs, 18 ns 4 preſerved on his mind. It was 
the glory of man's primeval ſtate, that he ac- 
Enowiledged his dependance 1 upon the greawCre- 
a ator for all he had, and for all he * to enjoy, 


, 
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. proportionable happineſs arifing from 
that acknowledgement. And the very quinteſ- 
ſence of the firſt fin appeared in man's affecting a 
Rate of independance upon God. I herefore, to 
recover man from the guilt and bondage of ini- 
quity, is, to bring him back to a ſenſe of his neceſ- 
ſary and uninterrupted dependance upon him 
who is the God of glory. Now, had we been 
indebted to the Lonp Jesvs CHRIST only for a 


ſmall deliverance, we would doubtleſs have been 
called to ſhow our humility in the acceptance f 


that deliverance, Does it not become a poor 


man, who owes the preſervation of his life to a 
generous friend, to behaye with every mark of 


- humility towards that friend? But the Chriſtian 
13 ingebtel to the LoRD CHRIS for the greateſt 


of all deliverances, I mean a deliverance from 


uilt, and conſequently from eternal miſery. 
And this lays the deepeſt and moſt ſolid founda- 
tion for real humility, For he now ſees, that 


it was not by his own prayers, or tears, or relis 


_ pious attainments, that he could obtain dehver- 
" ance from the pit of eternal perdition. Had not 
the Son of Gop generouſly interpoſed in his be- 
half by the ſubſtitution and facrifice of himſelf, 
he muſt have lamented a loſt God, and a loſt ſoul 
through all eternity. And therefore, he deſires 
to walk humbly, as one ſo deeply indebted to the. | 
ever-glorious Redeemer. 
Adam, think of the Chriſtian as 1 4 

title to eternal life, only on account of the Son of 
Pop ASE divine wrath" in human AL 


_ 
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T- what a new, what; a firong incitement:bath he to 
the profour.deſt humility ! Doth it become a poor 
man, Who hath all his dependance for food and 

rnaiment upon a generous friend, to behave haugh- 

tily towards that friend? Would not a conduct 
of this kind ſhock every man whoſe ſenſibilities | 
were not utterly loſt in riot and diſſipation? And 
mall the Chriſtian be proud, who depends on the 
Son of God for giving him a ſure and indiſput- 
able title to eternal life in the heavenly world, 


and laying the foundation of that title in his own - 


bearing divine wrath! Men may talk of humili- 
ty as they pleaſe; but there can be no genuine 
humility, ſuch as God approves, till the ſinner be 
brought, under the influence of ſovereign and al- 
mighty grace, to reſt upon the perfect righteouſ- 
neſs of Jesvs CRRISsT, as the ſole foundation of 
his everlaſting hopes. Hence, the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves, that the pride of the ancient Jews chiefly 
appeared in the keen oppoſition they gave to the 
method of a ſinner's acceptance with Gop, on ac- 
count of the finiſhed work of Jzsus CHRIST. 
The paſſage is extremely remarkable; For they, a 
4 being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and go- 
s ing about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, 

have not ſubmitted themſelves: to the righte- 
« ouſneſs of God.” And as far as we know, 
neither the annals of. time, nor of eternity, will 
ever be able to furniſh out a ſingle inſtance of a 
creature who depends upon Gop for deliverance 
| Span une. miſery, and a title to ene 
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ery, but man: and both ch et | 
fallibly ſecured for him, in a manüef Wat wilt 2 5 
ſtoniſh all merge throughout the anne: of. 
eternity. ee 8 2 N ae : | 
Bor, to ihultrate this particular ſtill fitter, let 
WM in the next place, think of the redemption of 
loſt men unto God, by his own Son enduring di- 
vine wrath, as the higheſt and moſt illuſtrious 
 niatilfeſtarion bf the wiſdom of Gov ; and here al- 
ſo we ſhall fee how humbly the ſinner ought to 
lie before the LoxD! Had it been conſiſtent with 
the divine perfections to fave men in any other 
way, they would have had little cauſe to boaſt, 
ſeeing they deſerved eternally to thare in the ef- 
fects of their ungrateful apoſtaſy. But it would 
ſeem, no other, way of falvation was poſſible. 
And now, behold the unſearchable wiſdom of 
Gop, from all eternity, planning out this wiſe 
and wonderful ſcheme of ſaving the chief of fin- 
ners, through the death of his own Son! Humi- 
lity, properly ſpeaking, implies -a_/en/# of the diſ- 
tance between the creature and the Creator. 
Should not then God's deigning to hold any cor- 
reſpondence or intercourſe with man, in his beſt 
eſtate, have tended to inſpire him with humility? 
Shall the infinitely great and glorious Gop come 
near to a man who is only duſt and aſhes! Shall 
this Gop admit ſuch a creature to holy fellow- 
ſhip with him, how humble ought that creature 
to be! His very elevation to this high Privilege 
ſerved to promote his humility. But if we con- 
\ fider man as a guilty condemned criminal, we 
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may be ſtill more deeply aſtoniſhed at the idea of 
the inſinitely holy Gop holding friendly inter- 
courſe with him! And to lay the foundation for 
that intercourſe, the very glory of an infinite un- 
derſtanding i is, from- everlaſting ages, exerted in 
contriving the method of our recovery by the 
ſubſtitution and ſacrifice of the Son of GoD. 
Surely the ſinner muſt be diſpoſed to lie proſtrate, 
all in tears, before the Loxp, when he thinks of 
infinite wiſdom combining with infinite love to 
lay the plan of his falvation broad and deep, 
chen no application could be made in his behalf 
by any creature; and conſequently, without di- 
vine interpoſition; he muſt have experienced the 
effects of his ungrateful apoſtaſy to all eternity. 
Such a ſinner, deeply penetrated with a ſenſe of 
his own guilt, and of the condeſcending grace 
of Gop, will be ready to exclaim; © Who am J, 
<0 Loxy Gopj or what is my houſe, that 
6, thou haſt brought me hitherto? And is this 
„ the manner of man, O LoxD Gop?” “ 
Om the other hand, the Socinian dofrive,. up- 
on this point, evidently ſerves to cheriſh the de- 
teſtable principle of pride in the heart of the fin- 
ner; and thereby, inſtead of conforming him to 
the image of Gon, to conform him to the very i- 
mage of -the devil. This appears evident from | 
the following conſiderations. _ | 
Tu Socinians warmly contend, that hs ta 
crifice of the Son of God doth not conſtitute the 
ſole foundation of a ſinner's ae in ** 


2 Sam. vii. 18, 19. 
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deine preſence. No! The pardon of ſin, and aes 
_ reptance with Gon; according to their ſcheme, 
is, in part, owing to our repentance; ſincere 8. 
| bedience, and good works: Now, it is perfectly 
clear, that as far as we contribute towards out 
own juſtification, there is a proportionable foun- 
dation laid for boaſting: For the more we ſee of 
the merit of our own good works, the leſs we ſee 
of the kindneſs of the Son of Gop in generouſly 
interpoſing in our behalf; and conſequently, the 
more we admire and praiſe ourſelves, as having 
wrought out our own deliverance: © Hence, ac- 
cording to this plan, a foundation is laid for glo- 
rying in the divine preſenee. Even the - guilty 
polluted ſinner may boaſt that he is able to con- 
tribute, in ſome degree, towards his own ſalva- 
tion, and that before the independent and holy 
Gon: But if Socinians will believe the Scrip- 
tures, we are © ſaved ſolely by grace, not of works, 
© leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” * Again, Go 
„ hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to 
« confound the wiſe; and Gov hath choſen the 
weak things of the world te confound the 
things that are mighty: and baſe things of the. 
* world, and things which are deſpiſed; hath. 
* Go choſen, yea, and things which are not, ts 
t bring to nought things that are.“ + Now, ob- 
ſerve the end of Gop in all this,“ That no fleſh 
“ ſhould glory in his preſence.” And indeed, if 


we are ſaved by r we are not n by 
* 2 H 1 


n 
* 5 


* fob. i. 8, 9. +1 ey 27, 28, 29. 
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grace at all; otherwiſe, the reaſoning of che 9 


ed Apoſtle cannot poſſibly be deemed concluſive. 
For thus he argues, Even ſo at this preſent time, 


there is a remnant according to the election of 
& grace. And if by grace, then it is no more of 


4 works; otherwiſe grace is no more grace: 


& but if it be of works, then it is no more of 
« grace; otherwiſe work is no more work. ” * 


80 chat, here alſo we can give a Socinian no quar- 


It is a mere pretence to ſay, that his doctrine, 
5555 this head, is calculated to promote holineſs. 


For it's obvious and native tendency is, to che- 
Tiſh and invigorate the deteſtable principle of 
pride; and thereby to keep the ſinner at an ever- 
laſting diſtance from Gop and true happineſs. 


3 5thly, Taar doctrine which lays a ſolid foun- 


dation for godly forrow, certainly tends, in a very 
eminent degree, to promote the intereſts of ge- 


7 nuline holineſs. For we preſume, it will not be 


faid, that the leaſt degree of real religion can ex- 


: 55 in the ſoul without ſome portion of godly ſor- 


88 | 


= « repented of.” f_ „ 


IJ am certain, that godly ſorrow lies at the 

Yay foundation of true Fepentance : : for thus 
faith the Spirit of Infpiration, © godly ſorrow 
« worketh- repentance unto falvation n not to be 
| Now, let us enquire how this dockrine of Jesus 
Cnnier- s bearing divine wrath tends to produce 


godly 1 ſorrow in the heart of a finner. This en- 


3 d is of vaſt importance; and yet che proſe- 
CN * Rom. xi. 5, 6 7 2 Cor. vil. 10 
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eution ol it may be conducted with abundance " 
caſe upon evangelical principles. : 
Isx the firſt place, it muſt be allowed, chat we 
can never mourn for fin after a godly ſort, till 
once we ſee, in ſome meaſure, it's infinite evil. 
Without fuch a diſcovery of the evil of tranſgreſ. 
fon, we may feel remorſe and horrour of mind, 
ſuch as Judas, Cain and others experienced; but 
it is impoſſible we can be acquainted with that 
ingenuous ſorrow which ariſes from a view. of ſin 
23 an infinite oppoſition to the holy nature of / 
Gor. Now, we have ſhewn already, that fin 
never did, never can appear in ſuch an awful and 
tremendous light, as in the vicarious ſufferings of 
s the Son of Gop. Another circumſtance which 
tends to lay open all the ſprings of godly ſorrow 
in the ſoul, is, a realizing diſcovery of the Son of 
Gov, in human nature, bearing the whole puniſh» 
ent due to our ſins. Hence, this divine .and 
glorious perſonage is repreſented as faying, i in an- 
cient prophecy, I will pour out upon the houſe 
by of David, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the 
C « ſpirit of grace and ſupplications; and they 
„ ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
* and ſhall mourn.” The copious effuſion of 
the Spirit, in his illuminating and ſaving influ 
ences, produces that faith in the heart of a finner, 
whereby he looks to the Logp Ixsus as wounded 
For his tranſgreſſions, nay, as pierced by them. 
ag this GOTETy pe pres as Pierced * bis 
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- | Compare Zech. 3ii, 10. with Jobs ix. 7 | 
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Hus is immediately ſucceeded. with a mourning: 
for them in the bittereſt manner; © they ſhall 

look, and they hall mourn.” Now, what is 
this bitter mourning for ſin, but that very repent- 
ance unto life which the Scripture „ org as 
peculiar to the elect of Gov? 7?) 

W may farther obſerve, for the Nuftration of 
this idea, that all godly ſorrow being of an inge. 

© nuous nature, muſt ariſe, in part, from a ſenſe of 
the infinite love of Gon manifeſted in our re- 
demption. Hence; the ſorrow of the real Chriſti. 
an is free and unconſtrained. A ſenſe of the love 
of Gov melts the heart into reciprocal returns of 
love towards him. And never does the child of 
© God mourn ſo bitterly for ſin, as when he feels 
the higheſt tranſports of divine love riſing i in his 
"ſoul. Then he gives full ſcope to the exerciſe of 
© thoſe generous feelings wherewith he was endow- 
"ed, in the day of his ſpiritual acquaintance with the 
Lon JIzsus. And, as a ſenſe of the infinite love 
of Gop in Cnxlsr tends to lay open the ſprings . 
of godly ſorrow, the higher diſcoveries he has of 
that love, the deeper ſorrow muſt he feel on the 
account of tranſgreſſion. But, where can he have 
ſuch high views of the love of God, as in the con- 
templation of the vicarious ſufferings of his own 
ier indeed the brighteſt Pa. ble diſplay of 
6 that love is preſented before his eyes ; and conſe. 
| © quently, the Arongeſt pofſi ble motive to repentance a- 
riſes from ſpiritual "diſcoveries of the Lon of 
oy gr Th that oy e which we 
bs 
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this head, which repreſents. Jzsus CHRIST as 4 


mere man, ſuffering only in his body, has not the 
moſt diſtant tendency to produce godly forrow 
in the heart of a ſinner; and therefore, can have 
no influence at all upon his repentanca And in- 
deed, thoſe Socinians who have any grain of ho. 
neſty left are ſo far conſiſtent with themſelves, 
that in the repreſentation they give of the ſuf- 
ferings of CHRIST, their great object ſeems to be, 
not to affect the ſinner's heart with a ſenſe of , 
tranſgreſſion; but, on the other hand, to rouze 


his ſenſibilities at the idea of injured innocence, 
and to inſpire him with ſympathy for the worthy 
ſufferer. Hence the tragical deſcriptions which are 
given of ChHRIsr's bodily ſufferings. Men who 


paint theſe in the ſtrongeſt colours, ſeem to them. 


ſelves as if they were attending a tragedy, or per- 
haps taking themſelves a part in the tragical re- 


preſentation. And thus the Socinians will, in 
ſpite af what Jesus CHRIST ſaid to the daughters 
of Jeruſalem, & weep not for me daughters of Je. 
“ ruſalem, but weep for yourſelves,” * labour to 


inſpire men with ſympathetic feelings on the oc- 
caſion of diſplaying the Saviour's ſufferings. 


This is to pervert the very deſign of Gop and 
of Cnnisr in theſe ſufferings; and is a conduct 


as highly abſurd, as it would be for a man to at- 
wer” to extract poiſon from the moſt lutary 


8 © Luke xiii, „ * 


deſerved to experience thro 85 out aba 
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| medicine. In ſhort, the principles of the Sock . 


nians lead them only to that kind of repentance, 
which the fight of a well acted tragedy might 
produce. And if they think that the ſtage is the 
| beſt ſchool for training men up for heaven, they 
muſt be left in the enjoyment of their deluſion, 


eil the ſnare be broken by Almighty grace. For 


in general, argument has as little effect upon them, 
as if it were addreſſed to ſtone-walls. OTE. 
"Ws might alſo illuſtrate this branch of the ſub. 


Jes, by contraſting the views of Socinians with 


thoſe of real Chriſtians, We obſerved, that the 
principles which give riſe to godly ſorrow in the 
Hearts of the latter, are juſt views of the infinite 
evil of fin; ſpiritual views of Gop in our nature 
2s ſuffering for the ſins of men, nay, as pierced 
Dy them; and a ſenſe of the infinite love of Go 


in Cruz1sT manifeſted in our redemption. Now, 


Socinians are entirely deſtitute of all theſe prin- 
ciples; and conſequently, have no ſolid founda- 


tion for their claim to Fepentance, | They believe 
not that their is an infinite evil in fin; they be. 
| Heve not that Jesvs' CHRIST is Gov, and that he, 


in human nature, bore divine wrath ; and they 


cannot ſee the brighteſt poſſible difplay of the Fa- 


ther's love: for their opinion is, that the Tather 
delivered up a mere creature to death, 

- Gthly, Trar doctrine which tends moſt effeftu. 
ally to excite gratitude will, doubtleſs, be eminent- 
I ſubſervient'ts the intereſts of holineſs. This is 
4 general principle, which, I dare ſay, will be deem- 
ed incontrovertible. The only thing that needs 


2 5$rnmon | 5 
oration ; ig is, to how that LG of 
the doctrine of atonement is, to inſpire the be- 
leving ſinner with the warmeſt ſentiments of 
gratitude to Gov. 3 To 
In thinking upon this part. of the Subject, WE 
may obſerve, that. there are two circumſtances, 
which, in a peculiar. manner, tend to dne 
the heart with the livelieſt ſentiments of gkati⸗ 
tude. The firſt is, the gift Which is beſtowed 5 
the ſecond is, the manner of it's conveyance. 
With regard to the firſt of theſe, it is evident, 
that every gift deſerves to be gratefully received; ; 
but the richer and greater the gift is, proportion, 
able degrees of gratitude will be expected. from 
the receiver. In the preſent caſe, the greateſt of 
all gifts 1 is beſtowed upon. guilty men: For Go 
« fo loved the world, that he gave, his only be- 
e gotten Son, that whoſoever . believes. in him 
« might not periſh but have everlaſting life.“ * 
This was a Son of the ſame nature with his Fa- 
ther; for he was the fellow and equal of the Al- 
mighty, poſſeſſing every underived perfection and 
excellence peculiar to Deity. And yet, the ſame 
glorious. Perſonage is the wonderful, the infinite- 
ly valuable gift, beſtowed on ſinners by the Fa- 
ther. But for what end did the Father give bis 
Son? Was it to be a king to reign over a world 
of rebellious ſubjects, and reduce them to obedi- 
ence? This object was indeed in the eye of the 
Father ; but before it could be completely attain- 
ed, atonement muſt be made for tranſgreſſion. | 


„John di 16. 
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alſo t to 8 prieſt to die for them in þ i 2 
ture. This was the higheſt poſſible effort of the 


infinite love of Gop: In the vicarious ſufferings 


of the Son of Gop, we ſce the very elevation of 
divine love. With great propriety, then, may it 


be ſaid, that Jesus CHRIST was the firſt and beſt 


gift which Gop himſelf could beſtow: And if the 


gratitude of the receiver ought to riſe in exact 
proportion to the infinite value and greatneſs of 
| the gift conferred, we may ſee- that no man upon 
earth, no glorified. faint in heaven, can, through- 


out the revolving ages of eternity, ſhow a grate. 
ful heart correſponding to the infinite obligations 


under which he lies. And therefore, it will be 


the employment of the redeemed in heaven eter- | 


nally, to rife higher and higher in gratitude : but 
{till they will be infinitely far from paying all 
they owe in this reſpect. 


_ redemption, through the ſufferings of the Son of 
Soy in human nature, the more powerfully are 
they conſtrained, by a ſenſe of gratitude, to conſe- 
crate all the powers of their fouls, and all the 
members of their bodies, to the ſervice of their 
redeeming Lox D. Whatever influence or abili- 
ties they poſſeſs in the world will be employed in 


ſpreading the ſweet ſavour of the knowledge of 


Cnnssr. In ſhort, theſe words of the — 


And even here on 
earth, the more clear and lively their views are of 


erer . 


writer are written with the hand of Gor himſelf 
upon the living tables of their hearts : © For ye 


« are bought with a price; ; therefore, glorify Got 


in. your body, and in 9 * which are 
c 6 0 47. 55 * . | 
| Taz manner of conveying any gift alſo tent 


exceedingly to awaken and raiſe our gratitude. 


If a gift be beſtowed grudgingly, or after much 
importunity and ſolicitation, more than half the 


value of it is loſt: but if the donor confer it, un. 


ſolicited and uninfluenced by any motives but 


Aa: s N O N. 1 


* 


ſuch as his own goodneſs gives riſe to, the gener» 


ous manner of conveyance enriches and ennobles 
the gift. Never was this illuſtrated in ſuch a 


ſtriking manner, as in the caſe before us. The 


unſpeakable gift of Jzsvs CHRIST to ſinners of 
mankind, was the effect of the infinite love of the 
Father; « For G05 ſo loved the world, that he 


& gave, c.; fo abſurd and contrary to all 


ſcripture is the ſentiment of thoſe who aſſert, that 


JzsUs CarisT purchaſed the Father's love. Gov, 


even the Father, was not ſolicited by any crea- 


ture, no, not by his own Son, to form the plan of 


redeeming love. That plan originated in his 
own tree, ſovereign, good pleaſure, independent 
of all importunity from any quarter. F Now, 


muſt not this manner of conveying the moſt va- 


luable of all gifts operate powerfully upon the ge- 
nerous teeling3 of the heaven-born ſoul? Indeed, 


| there i is no o reaſoning againſt ! matter of fact. W 
* 1 4 


3 
» 


® 1 Cor. vi. 20. +*Eph. i 55 11, 1 33, 34+ 35, 3G. 
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hp know from: che diſtances of the moſt illuſtrious 
 faints whoſe names are recorded in facred Writ, 


RMON. 


and alſo- from the teſtimonies of thoſe who have 
been moſt diſtinguiſhed for real holineſs both in 


the preceding and preſent century, that the con- 
fideration of the free, ſovereign, love of Gop, in 


the gift of Jesvs CHRIST, did, above all Ban 
heighten their devotion. 


Ox the other hand, if we view this part of the 
Socinian ſcheme, we ſee not only the obligations 
to gratitude exceedingly weakened, but the very 


foundations, upon which they reſt, completely de- 
ſtroyed. For, in the firſt place, by this Is, 


Jesvs CHRIST, the only- begotten Son of Gop, is 


no more than a mere man. Now, if a gift of in- 


finite value founds an infinite obligation, a gift of 
finite value can ſurely lay a foundation for no 


more than a finite obligation. Hence it appears, 


that the real Chriſtian is under infinitely higher 
obligations than the Socinian. And, in the next 
place, the Socinian proceeds te deſtroy the very 


foundations of his obligations to gratitude, by aſ- 


ſerting, that this mere man, CHRIST Ixsus, did 
not ſuffer in his ſoul any part of the wrath of 


'  Gob due to tranſgreſſion. And therefore, if fin - 
indeed deſerve wrath, the Socinian muſt ſuffer 
that wrath in his own ſoul, There is no poſſibi- 


lity of avoiding this concluſion, but by emerging 
out of the gloomy region of Socinianiſm, renoun- 
cing all connection with infidels, the true and 4 


* Tu E argument here is founded entirely upon the valus 


of the gift. 


* SERMON 


: Auithful allies of Socinians, and ſubmitting 4 to the 


perfect ſurety-righteouſneſs of the Son of Gop, as as 

the everlaſting foundation of a ſfinner's hope. 
Bur, to complete the illuſtration of this m 

3 the Socinian pulls up by the very roots the 


foundations of his obligations to gratitude, by 


denying the ſreengſt of the gift beſtowed. He 


will not accept of an offered Saviour in the man- 


ner pointed out by Gop. He underſtands not the 


meaning of that important declaration, Ho, e- 


and he who hath no money, come ye, buy and 


cat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 


“money and without price.“ The Socinian 


muſt have his conditions of repentance and fin- 


cere obedience of his own production inſerted, - 


though the inſertion of them ſhould entirely e- 


clipſe the g/ory of grace. For the very glory of 
the grace of Gop conſiſts in it's being freely offer- 
ed, and freely communicated to the very chief wad 


| finners, to the vileſt of the vile. 


Ithly, In the next place, that doctrine is doit | 


all queſtion ſubſervient to the intereſts of holineſs, 


which hath the ſtrongeſt tendency to promote ſub- 
miſſion to the various appointments of Gop, in 


the courſe of his providence. If any illuſtration. 


of this propoſition were neceſſary, it might be ob- 
ſerved, that the whole of evangelical holineſs con- 
ſits in conformity to the will of God's precepts, 
and ſubmiſſion to the will of his providence. May? 


. ; 
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ctrine of our Lord's bearing divine 


| wrath tends to promote in the ſaints the higheſt 


degree of ſubmiſſion to the will of Gon, under 
the moſt overwhelming diſtreſſes of human life, 
18 evident. For the Son of Gov, at the very time 


he was employed in drinking that cup of pure un- 


mixed wrath, which filled his holy human ſoul 
with horrour and ſore amazement, ſo that, as man, 
he knew not what to do, ſubjected his human 
will, in this inſtance, to the will of his heavenly 
Father. Hence he ſays, < not my will but thine 
e be done.” If then there be any juſtneſs i in that 
« old obſervation which hath been proceeded upon 
in all ages, that example hath more influence up- 
on the human mind than precept, we may cer- 
tainly fee it verified in the caſe before us. For 
here is the higheſt and brighteſt example of ſubs 
» miſſion that ever was exhibited in time, or ever 
can be exhibited. in the. annals of eternity. Here 
- is the Son of the Father's love, that gloriqus Pers. 
- ſonage wha was in the form of Gop, and thought 
it not robbery to be equal with Gop, ſubmitting, 


in human nature, ta the wiſe and holy appoint- 


ment of his Father” $. providence. The higher 
rank and di Znity the perſon who. IS eminently 
diſtinguihed for ſervice Or ſufleri Ing, in this 


world, poſſeſſeth, the more powerful and the 
more extenſive will the influence of his example 
be on the inferior claſſes of men. For inſtance, 
one of the Princes of the Blood, who had ſignals 
5 ized himſelf by carrying his victorious arms into 


"#4 A e countries, would. Are pally ſpread 


Cl 
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the renown of ah King, and ſtimulate athers to 
copy after his example, than thouſands of inferior 
rank who were employed in the ſame buſineſs. 

And on the other hand, if the apparent heir of 
the crown ſhould either ſuffer a violent death by 
the hand of juſtice, or elſe, for the good of his Fa. 
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ther's ſubjects, ſhould ſubmit ta many temporal \ 
| miſeries, nay, to deep poverty, or to death itſelf, | 
how would the honour of the law; and the autho- ; ; 
rity of the lawgiver, be vindicated and ſupported rf. 
in the one caſe; and how would. the condeſceti» | ö 
ſion of the generous Prince be admired and ex- 11 
tolled in the other? In both, the influence of ſuch | i 
an example would quickly ſpread from one end ; | 
8 of the kingdom to the other. Now, if Jz8ug AJ 
Cn RIST had been a mere man, his ſervices and ſuf, WW 
| ferings ought to have proportionable effect on bt 
ö men, ſuppoſing them, i in their preſent ſtate, to be 1 
-: capable of feeling the influence of a good example. | 
, Hut if he be conſidered as Gop over all and bleſſ- 1 
ad for ever more, the influence of his example i in + 
> ſubmitting to the will of his Father, in our low | / 
4 nature, ought to be infinitely greater. For that Lf 
r i influence 2 riſe in an exact proportion to the it 
5 dignity of the perſon who ſubmits. Nay, by view- =! 
8 ing Jasus CHnisr, as Gov, we ſee a foundation 1 ; 
0 2 hi for his quickening men dead in treſpaſſes and | ( 
le ſins; without which, the example of a perfectly 4 
"* = has man on earth, or even the example of all the 1 


pln; ig ebony 
2 4 i "3s 
S 2 


1 holy angels in heaven continually: preſented be. 
to 6 org chain eyes, would be attended with no happy, 


1 we view n 
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of the redeemed, under the ſevereſt trials of life. 
O the other hand, let us conſider the moral 


. of CHRIS T's example, according to the 


Socinian ſcheme. He was a mere man, not ſo ho- 


ly as to be free from all ſtruggle between reaſon 
and paſſion. The influence of ſuch an example 
| cannot be compared with the influence of an ex- 
_ | ample infinitely purer and brighter; eſpecially if 
we conſider, that the ſinner dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins is diſpoſed to reſiſt the force of all means and 1 
motives, till once he is quickened by Gor. After 
that happy period, | he fees the glory and excel- | 
tence of ſpiritual objects; and proportionably to 
the degree of his illumination, he feels the influ- 
_ ence of both precept and example. But, the ſub- 


miſſion of the Socinian, who acts upon pure Soci- 


nian principles, is not a rational holy ſubmiſſion, 
2s the word of Gop requires; it is a blind, im- 
plicit ſubmiſſion to a ſyſtem of irrational and ab- 
ſurd principles, having no exiſtence any where, 


but in the delyded minds of thoſe who embrace 


, them. Hence, when God's afflicting hand lies 
| heavy upon them, what they call patience is either 
ax moroſe ſullenneſs, or a Stoical inſenſibility. For 


Chriſtian patience, which ariſes from the faith 


and hope of the Goſpel, they cannot be ſuppoſed 
to poſſeſs, as they renounce thoſe very principles — 


upon which an unfeigned faith and genuine hope 


40 reſt. For the truth of n I esl to 


Gans under his mediatorial character, he hatk 
purchaſed that grace with the price of his blood, 
which is ſuited to produce ſubmiſſion in the ſouls 


. . §— c 11 is. A. 
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every Reader who conſiders) with any Hr of 
attention, the ſcheme of doctrine they have > 
pouſed. The divinity of the Son and of the Ho- 2 
ly Ghoſt, the all-atoning ſacrifice of Jzsvs CHALS-T, 5 
juſtification through faith in that facrifice, and | 
ſanctification begun, carried on and completed in 
the ſoul, by the agency of the Holy Spirit, are re- 
ligious articles of which the Socinian has no 
knowledge. And becauſe he is not able to dif- 
prove them from the word of Gov, however much” 
inclined to it, he ridicules them under the idea of 
incomprehenſible myſteries. This was the very Web 
pon to which Julian the Apoſtate had recourſe, 
after exhauſting all the reſources which his geni- 
us could invent for completing the deſtruction of 
the Chriſtians. And if they follow ſuch an muftri- 
_ ous leader, they may, doubtleſs, expect to ſhare i in, 
_ highurele 3  -* ans Pra: 55 
As Socinianiſm, ets Ge not fue 2 man in 
the days of his outward proſperity, in as much as. , 


it pojſons all his joys by TTY him from the . 


» Hisrozy — 5 5 us, chat N who entered into the 
Perſian war ſoon after his acceſſion to the empire, was mortal» 
ly- wounded by the lance of a Perſian ſoldier. Upon which, 
finding all the ruinous projects he had meditated againſt Chriſt- N | 
ianity defeated, he received into the hollow of his hand as 
much of his blood as it could contain, and then threw it up 
towards heaven with this blaſphemous exclamation, Thou haſt - 
conquered me at laſt, O Galilean 5; meaning Curisr, whoſe reli- 

gion he had abjured. For the authenticity of this fact, ſee 

Theodoret Ecclef. Hiſt. book 3d. chap. 25. Caſſiodorus in, 
Tripartit. Blount in cenſura celebr. authorum, page 2 36. 
And Le Clerc „ on the article Jan 2 ra 
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hopes of 2 a happy immortality, it is eu ho te 
to him in the dreary night of adverſity, by giving 
| kim no preſent help, nor any future Pope. 
I In the laſt place, on this part of the Subject, 
that dodrine which has the greateſt tenden- 
Cy to awaken ſinners to an apprehenſion of dan- 
ger, and to excite in them an attention to the 
vſe of all the means of divine appointment for 
obtaining an intereſt in the Saviour, is, un- 0 
doubtedly, calculated to ſtrengthen the obliga- — 
ions to holineſs: Now, where can we have ſuch 
powerful motives for addrefling the finner faſt a- 
lleep in fin; as thoſe which ariſe from the contem- 
plation of the Son of Gov, in human nature, 
. bearing divine wrath? What is the meaning of 
this tremendous ſcene which is preſented to our 
view? Surely the language of ſuch an aflecting 
repreſentation is, © If ſuch things were done in 
* the green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? 
If he who was the Gop of glory ſuffered divine 
wrath in the low nature of man, when repreſent- 
ing elect ſinners, what ſhall become of thoſe who 
are by nature guilty and polluted ? If they are fi- 
nally found unintereſted in the Saviour, muſt 
they not appear to be veſſels of wrath, fitted by 
their own iniquities for everlaſting deſtruction ? | 
And can any thing tend more effectually to alarm f 
them with a ſenſe of their danger, and rouze 1 
them out of their preſent ſtate of fatal ſecurity, 0 
than to aſſure them that they were indeed born 
under guilt; and conſequently under wrath; and 
chat it is utterly impracticable for them to eſcape 
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chat wrath, but by believing in the glorious 84. 
vious, who died that we might live through him? 
Upon theſe principles, the abſolute neceſſity of 
humble and fervent prayer, of reading and hear- 
ing the holy word of Gop, and of meditating 
deeply upon it, appears in the cleareſt manner. 
For theſe are all means employed by the Spirit for 
the production of a true and ging faith i in the 
ſouls of the elect. Ry 
Ox the other hand, if Trans des in the 
5 of our Surety, did not bear divine wrath, 
according to the Socinian ſcheme, then, as we have 
argued before, it muſt follow, that our ſins did 
not deſerve that wrath. For if, indeed, wrath 
were the proper deſert of them, ſurely wrath muſt 
be undergone either by the ſinner himſelf, or elſe 
by his Surety. If neither the one nor the other 
ſuffer the adequate puniſhment of tranſgreſ- 
ſion, by enduring the wrath of God, it is evident, 
that wrath is by no means connected with fin ; 
and therefore, the ſinner hath no reaſon to be 
2 much alarmed with his preſent ſituation. He 
| may fleep on ſtill, and take his reſt in fin, as he 
hath no great danger to apprehend from the pur- 


ſuit of ſuch a courſe of conduct. For, ſay the So- 
? cinians, it is but a dream, a mere chimera, to in- 
, ſinuate, that men will be puniſhed eternally in 
: hell, with a ſenſe of divine wrath, for the guilt | 


: committed by them in the ſpace of a few days up- 
1 on earth. And if this reaſoning, be concluſive, 
1 hy ſhould the ſinner give himſelf any trouble a- 
0 bout prayer, reading, 1 hearing the word of 


Gov? May n not 2 man WY a ſafe who lives 
in the habitual neglect of all theſe? Where then 
is the holy tendency of this part of the Socinian 
ſcheme, of which ſome ignorantly boaſt ? It's ob. 
vious tendency i is, to lull men faſt aſleep in their 
fins, as we hinted before, and to make them infi- 
dels in prone as wel as in ratet. 


We are now to deduce ſome EEE We 
ae with mentioning a doctrinal inference « or 
two vrhich deſerve deep attention. 

, We may henee ſee, that if CHRIS r's Rae 
ing the wrath of Gop be not only a Scripture- 
coctrine, but a doctrine which lies at the very 
foundation of Chriſtianity, it follows, that all 
thoſe who openly avow a diſbelief of that doctrine, 
diveſt themſelves of all ſolid pretenſions to the 


" Chriſtian character. They may indeed claim the 
name; but if Scripture be the rule according to 


which we are to decide, they are entire ſtrangers 


; to the thing itſelf, And how Can it be otherwiſe ? 
For if man, becauſe of tranſgreſſion, deſerved to 


ſuffer wrath in his ſoul, the juſtice of Gop re- 


: quires, that that ſuffering ſhould be ſubmitted to, 
either by himſelf, or by his Surety. Thoſe there- 


fore who deny the Surety's bearing the wrath of 


- Gop, do an infinite injury to the fouls of men: 

for thereby, they labour, as much as lies in their 
Power, to transfer that wrath upon the perſons 
who finned throughout eternity. This is a crime 


of the deepeſt die which human imagination can 


| Sgure: S081 it is really no, the ſouls of mep 
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eternally. Now, if taking away the life of 1. 
body be juſtly conſidered as one of the moſt hor- 
rid crimes which can be committed in this world, 


what muſt murdering the ſoul be? Therefore, all 


fuch dangerous teachers of Chriſtianity'are worſe 


than infidels; they are more irrational, inconſiſ- 
tent, and abſurd, than even thoſe who treat the 
whole of revelation as 2 cunningly deviſed fable. 


- Chriſtian ſyſtem, that without it Chriſtianity can- 
not exiſt, we ought to contend earneſtly for it in 
the manner pointed out by Gov. Men may come 
to us under the ſpecious forms of piety, prudence 
and innocence; and yet, by openly denying this 


doctrine, they plainly ſhow that they are in- 
wardly ravenous wolves. And all their at- 
tempts to point out the influence of our Load's | 
external ſufferings upon holineſs of heart and life 


. muſt be fruitleſs, For the fact is, that all which 
our Loxp endured.in this world would have had 


no effect at all in promoting the ſalvation of any 


one ſinner, if he had nat borne the wrath of Gop. 


This was the very ſubſtance of the curſe denounc- 


ed againſt. tranſgreſſion. Therefore, to oppoſe 
his idea, and to ſubſtitute a chimerical one of hu- 


man invention in it's ſtead, i is, to place one's ſelf 


in the ſituation of the ancient Jews, who, not be- 
ing able to reſiſt the evidence of Paul's dodtrine, 
conradiated and blaſphemed. | 


Ir is no relief for the Socinian to fly to that 5 


" rock which hath mo fatal to thouſands and 


4%, As this doctrine ef our Loxp's atonement 
ſuch 2 high and diſtinguiſhed rank in the 


. 
3 
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ten thouſands, by ſaying, it is of no conſequence 
at all what a man's religious principles may be, 
provided he lives a good life. This is the peſti- 
lential principle which infidels wiſh to -inculcate 
and diſſeminate through all the dark region poſ- 
ſeſſed by them. And indeed, as far as they ſuc- 
ceed in gaining over men to act under the influ- 
ence of this principle, they will proportionably 
ſtrengthen the kingdom erected by Satan on the 
earth. And we may conſider this as one of the 
maſter: pieces of Satan's policy, for retaining mn 
ty men in a ſtate of vaſlalage to bien ws: 5; 2 
Bur this principle is replete with abſurdity. It 
ſuppoſes, in the firſt place, that men who are en- 
tire ſtrangers to ſound principles may yet be led 
to perform very good actions, Who would think 
that men pretending to argue, would be guilty of 
ſuch a groſs abuſe of the faculty of reafon given 
them by God! Was it ever heard ſince the beginn- 
ing of the warld, that the man who ſowed his 
field with hemlock reaped an excellent crop of 
wheat or barley ? Does not the harveſt always par- 
| take of the quality of the ſeed which is ſown? 
_ Acarn, the holding this principle neceſſarily 
Cappaſes all diſtinction between truth and falſe. | 
hood entirely deftrayed; for what is the -differ- 
ence between them if the latter have as pow-. 
erful and extenſive an influence on moral con- 
duct as the former? This is indeed a levelling 
ſcheme; and when once the adverſaries of the 
Goſpel have their hand in, they wiſh to ſhow 
What execution they are able to do. Nay, far. 


— 


OY 


+ 8 2 


41 8 1 1 MO © +» 
| - * Y * . . 


theny nothing can be more evidently contrary 
to the general principle laid down by Ixsus 
8 Firſt make the tree good, and then, 
but never till then, © ſhall the fruit be good. E- 
very good tree bringeth forth good fruit; anda 
* corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.“ * ö 
Ix ſhort, if this pernicious principle were ad- 
mitted, that our life might be good however falſe 
our religious views were, it would clearly follow, 
that the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles laboured in 
vain, While he preached the Goſpel -of - Jesus 
CHRIS to ſo many heathen nations at the peril of 
his life, What was his great object in the pur- 
ſuit of this courſe? Was it not to recover men 
from their polytheiſm and idolatry, and, under 
divine influence, to turn them to the knowledge, 
worſhip, and obedience of the one true and liv= 
ing Gov? But if this principle, the futility of 
which we are expoſing, had any real foundation 
in truth, Paul might have ſpared all his pains ; be- 
cauſe a Polytheiſt or Idolater, who paid religious 
worſhip to thirty thouſand Deities, if, through 
the influence of worldly motives, he abſtained 
from the commiſſion of groſs immoralities, might 
| be juſt as good a man as one who worſhipped Gop, 
through CHRIS r, under the influence of the eter- 
nal Spirit. Thoſe men who are capable of digeſt. 
ing an abſurdity of this kind, do not ſeem to be 
gd removes from en itſelf. 1 


Wy are, in the next place, to mention ſome. 
. | Marth, * 175 18. xii. 3 3 Tale vi. 43 | 


A 


practical inferences. This we have, in a 


| Third head. We ſhall only then obſerve, | in 2 
fering the wrath of Gop dught to be believed. 


believing that doctrine appears. For the very de- 


ſpeculation; but whether it be conſidered as juſ- 


believer, it always hath a moſt powerful be nn 


der! Never was there ſuch a wonderful ſcene pre- 
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meaſure, anticipated, by what we have ſaid on the 


many words, that we may hence ſee 
1, Trar the doctrine of Jusus CHRIST's fuk. 


The more important any doctrine in the Chriſti- 
an ſyſtem as, the more clearly the neceflity of our 


fign of Gop in the revelation of it is, that it may 


be credited by us. But then the faith which gives 


credit to it is not the effect of a bare fluctuating 
aſſent of the mind to principles of truth, nor of 
Human perſuaſion, nor of the higheſt exertions'of 


the natural powers of the ſoul, while under the 


guilt and dominion of fin; but it ariſes ſolely 
from the ſaving operations of the Holy Spirit up- 
on the foul. This faith, and this alone, is that 
which purifies the heart, works by love, and o- 
vercomes the world. Every other kind of faith 


is the effect of a ſtrong deluſion, calculated as 


much by the devil as infernal policy can invent, 
for keeping the ſoul ſecure in fin. Hence, true 
Faith never ſtands for a barren and inefficacious 


cifying the finner, as ſanctifying or-comforting the 


in transforming the heart . 
.. 2dly, Wx may hence ſee, that the Chriſtian ought 

every day to contemplate the Son of Gop as bear- 

ing divine wrath, with tranſports of adoring won- 


ß 


ted to 1 ones pe men or bh... in ti time; an 4 | 
never will there be ſuch a ſcene beheld = create 4 A 


intelligences throughout eternity, as the ſufferings 


of the great Emmanuel Gop in our low nature, 


Let every Chriſtian here fay, I will now turn gſide 


. fee 555 great ji 1 Sb; and in the contemplation | 


„Sous Divines of great eminence. En thought, that when 


Moles ſaw the buſk burning and not conſumed, Exod. iti. 2, 3. 
there was an emblematical repreſentation exhibited to him of 
| the Son of Gov, in human nature, bearing divine wrath, i in the 


m of the redeemed. And indeed, there are ſeveral im or- 
tant eircumſtances which ſeem to render this interpretation 


bighly probable. | mY | 


© In the firſt place, it is pe 


1 Srams the content, 


that the glorious Angel, who appeared to Moſes in the buſt, 
was the Son of Gop, and ſecond Perſon of the adorable Trini- 


ty. Hence he is ſtyled in the fourth verfe, Tie Lord, or, as it 
Is in the original, Fehovab, which is one of the incommrnicable 


names of Deity. In the ſixth verſe, he ſays of himſelf, « x am 


% the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and che God of Ja- 
4% cob.” In the ſeventh verſe, he is again called- Febovab's 


and in the fourteenth verſe, he is diſtinguiſhed by the wonder- 


ful name, I Am that I Am.” It was under the commiſ- 
fion and by the authority of this glorious Perſonage, that Mo- 


ſes went to Pharoah, and inhited « on the COTTAGE, 4 the 


children of Mack, © © 
| 2dly, Ler ns conſider the nts 1 hi Son of Gop was 
diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of an Angel. All ſound Di- 


| vines agree, that this name was given to him, to intimate bis 
future mifion into the world, for the purpoſe of expiating the 


guilt of our ſins. And all his perſonal appearances to Abra- 


ham, to Jacob, to Moſes, to Manoah and others, may be con- 


ſidered as a certain prelude to his future incarnation. Of con- 


ſequence, when he appeared at this time to Moſes, under the 
character of the Angel of the Covenant, his intention was, to 


lead forward the views of doſes to the . of his 
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practical inferences. This we have, in 2 great 


meaſure, anticipated, by what we have ſaid on the 
third head. We ſhall only then obſerve, in 1 


many words, that we may hence ſee 
- 1, Tnar the doctrine of Jusus CRHRLST's fuf- 


fering the wrath of Gop ought to be believed. 


The more important any doctrine in the Chriſti- 
an ſyſtem as, the more clearly the neceſſity of our 
believing that doctrine appears. For the very de- 
fign of Gop in the revelation of it is, that it may 
be credited by us. But then the faith which gives 


credit to it is not the effect of a bare fluctuating 


aſſent of the mind to principles of truth, nor f 
human perſuaſion, nor of the higheſt exertions of 


the natural powers of the ſoul, while under the 


guilt and dominion of fin; but it ariſes ſolely 


from the ſaving operations of the Holy Spirit up- 


on the ſoul. This faith, and this alone, is that 
which purifes the heart, works by love, and o- 


vercomes the world. Every other kind of faith + 
is the effect of a ſtrong deluſion, calculated as 


much by the devil as infernal policy can invent, 
for keeping the ſoul ſecure in ſin. Hence, true 


faith never ſtands for a barren and inefficacious 
{peculation ; but whether it be conſidered as juſ- 


cifying the ſinner, as ſanctifying or-comforting the 


believer, it always hath a moſt powerful ee 


in transforming the heart and life. | 

... 2dly, Wx may hence ſee, that the Chriſtian 8 
every day to contemplate the Son of Gop as bear- 
ing divine wrath, with tranſports of adoring won- 
cer! Never was there ſuch a wonderful ſcene pre- 


1 ; 
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ented to the eyes of men or angels i in time, and 
never will there be ſuch a ſcene beheld by created 
intelligences throughout eternity, as the ſufferings 
of the great Emmanuel Gop in our low nature, 
Let every Chriſtian here fay, I will now turm ade 
and ſee 1555 great bt, * and in the contemplation 


» Some Divines of great eminence have thought, that when 
Moſes ſaw the buth burning and not conſumed, Exod. iii. 2, 3. 
there was an emblematical repreſentation. exhibited to him of 
the Son of Gop, in human nature, bearing divine wrath, in the 
room of the redeemed. And indeed, there are ſeveral impor- 
tant circumſtances which feem to render this interpretation 
highly probable. * 

| I the firſt place, it is berfety FN from the context, 
chat the glorious Angel, who appeared to Moſes in the buſh, 
was the San of Gos, and ſecond Perſon. of the adorable Trinĩ- | 
ty. Hence he is ſtyled in the fourth verfe, The Lord, or, as it 
Is in the original, Fehovah, which is one of the incommunſtdble 
names of Deity. In the ſixth verſe, he ſays of himſelf, I am 
* the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Ja- 
« cob.” In the ſeventh verſe, he is again called FJebovab 
and in the fourteenth verſe, be is diſtinguiſhed by the wonder- 
ful name, «I Am that I Am.” It was under the commiſ- 
fion and by the authority of this glorious Perſonage, that Mo- 
ſes went to Pharoab, and infiſted on the dehverayee of the 
children of Ifrael. 
23h, Ler ns conſider the reaſon Fs the Son of Gop was 

diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of an Angel. All found Di- 
vines agree, that this name was given to him, to intimate his 
future miſton into the world, for the purpoſe of expiating the 
guilt of our ſins. And all his perſonal appearances to Abra- 
ham, to Jacob, to Moſes, to Manoah and others, may be con- 
ſidered as a certain prelude to his future incarnation. Of con- 


ſequence, when he appeared at this time to Moſes, under the 


character of the Angel of the Covenant, his i intention was, to 
lead ſorward the views 1 . to the dal, pied of his 


e en at hs wad Sings 3 e a ente 
of the Saviour: aftoniſhing love! While others won- 
der and periſh eternally, let me wonder and praiſe! 
Za, Ir the ſoul of the Son of Gop was exceed- 
ing ſorrowful when he ſtood i in the place of n re- 


ok aſſaring our, low nature, and in that nature IE. for our 
3 9 vi Tuts will be ail more 3 if we. 8 that = 
word here rendered bp, properly ſigniſies 2 bramblc-buſh ; 
which is a poor, deſpicable thing, and when dry, ready to be 
| _ © conſumed with fire. Was not this buſh, therefore, a lively em- 
FN, blem of the human nature, which is in itſelf efntially ors 
and, on the account of fin, ready to be conſumed. by the juſt- * 
ice and holineſs of Gop? Yet this nature, poor as it was in it- 
ſelf, was, in the fulneſs of time, united to the ſecond Perſon f 
the adorable Trinity. On this, as well as on other accounts, 
we read, that the Son of Gop, ** though he was rich, 255 for 
our ſakes became poor,” 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
. Fire, in ſacred Writ, is often · conſidered as an em- 
blem of the divine indignation. Hence, when God deſcended 
in awful and terrible majeſty on mount Sinai, to give the law, 
and to point out the puniſhment due toathe violators of it, we \ 
are told, „% Mount Sinai was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe 
„ the Loxp deſcended upon it in fire,” Exod. xix. 18. xx. 
18. and. xxiv. 17. Hence, the law given on that occaſion, 
was emphatically ſtyled, a fiery law, Deut. xxxiii. 2.; and, in 
alluſion to the fire now ſeen on, mount Sinai, when Gop. comes 
to execute dreadtul judgements on the workers of iniquity, CA 
„ ſmoke” is ſaid to aſcend . from his noſtrils, and fire out of 
. his mouth to devour,” 2 Sam. xxii. 9. Pſal. xviii. 8. We 
have ſimilar repreſentations of God, when engaged in this a- 
ful work, Pſal. I. 3. and xcvii. 3. Ifa. Ixvi. 15, 16. The ſame 
alluſion is preſerved, and the ſame im portant truth taught, when 
our Lon is repreſented as coming to the laſt judgement in 
faming fire, 2 Theſ. i. 8. And the torments of the wicked in 


de med, ought not their ſouls to be exceeding - 
rowful every day, while they think of their ſins | 
as the ſole procuring cauſe of all the inconceivable . 
ſufferings to which he, in the infinite depths of 1 
his love, ſubmitted ? © Bleſſed,” fays our Lox, - 
4 are” they who mourn” for fin, and under 4 ſeriſe 


hell are frequently repreſented, both in the old and new Tefta- 
ment, by fire ; becauſe they will chiefly ariſe from a ſenſe of 
the divine indignation. 'The divine wrath, therefore, repreſented 
by the buſh all in flames, would have ſpeedily conſumed the hu- 
= | man nature, had not God himſelf dwelt in that nature. Moſes 
therefore, now ſaw by faith the eternal word, as made fleſh and 
dwelling among us; and doubtleſs, he % * beheld his glory, 
4 the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.“ 

T' nis laſt ſentiment ſeems to receive confirmation from Deut. 
&xxiii. 13, 16. There Moſes, in the neareſt views of death, is 
repreſented as bleſſing Joſeph among the other tribes. And the 
benediction he beſtows, under divine influence, upon the poſ- 
terity of this venerable Patriarch, is expreſſed in theſe very re- 
markable words, © Blefſed of the Loan be his land, for the 
good · will of him who dwelt in the buſh ;” or, as ſome emi- 

— interpreters render the laſt expreſſion, © for the good. will : 
f dweller in the buſh,” of my God, who appeared to me 
as dwelling in human nature, and, ee as my Surety 

and Redeemer. 

5thly, Ir is well known, tha the Loxp was wont, in ancient 
times, to comfort his people, when reduced to the greateſt ex- 

tremities, with ſpiritual views of the incarnation and ſufferings 
of Jxsus CnRIisT. And this conduct plainly demonſtrated, 

_ that the promiſe of the Meſſiah's appearing in our low nature, 

was the foundation of all the other promiſes of Gon, and a 
Bleed earneſt of their actual accompliſhment. Hence we read, 
«. All the promiſes of Gop are, in Carist Jesus, yea and a- 

* men,” that is, certain in reſpect of their accompliſhment to 
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& comforted.“ Here he — ad: 


ly - mourning frame of ſoul, as charateiticat of 


all thoſe who are born of Goo. 
Athly, Wx may hence ſee, that one eee 


part of the deſign of our Lozp in enduring ſuch 
inconceivable ** while repreſcnting a n 


all dd ” believe, 2 Cor 5 i. 20. town, the Church . Ds... 
vas at this time involved in the deepeſt diſtreſs; and nothing 


could be more ſuited to aſcertain Moſes of ber complete deliver- 


ance from the bondage of Egypt, than ſpiritual diſcoveries off 
the Son of Gop ſuffering in human nature. For if Gov were 
to beſtow ſuch an unſpeakable giſt as that of his own Son, to 

ſuffer and die for his people, how would he not with him ale 


freely give them all other things ? If he gave the greater, would _ 0 


he not alſo give the leſs? And hence alſo it appears, that upon 
theſe principles, the common interpretation of the Lord CHRIST 
being with the Church in the hotteſt ſurnace, is eſtabliſhed be · 


Fond all controverſy. For the true reaſon why he vouchſafes 
his bleſſed and gracious Preſence to his people, under the ſever» 
- eſt ſufferings of human life, is, becauſe he a@ually bore the puniſh- 
nent of their fins. This gives him not only an indiſputable 
claim to deliyer them from an eternity of ſuffering in hell, but 


alſo, to ſweeten the N ingredients in their ery cup we 
affliction. TT.” = | 
Anp what ele me in all this, is, that the covenant of 


grace is evidently introduced to the view of Moſes in the ſixtn 
verſe, IJ am the God of Abraham,” Sc. Wherever this ex- 


preſſion Grd of Abraham is uſed in the old Teſtament, it is al- 


ways intended to remind the Reader of the Covenant of Grace, | 


which is the ſole foundation of all Gop's gracious dealings with. 
guilty men. See Cocc. on the place; Span. Eccleſ. Hiſt. vol. 
1. Page 319 Owen's Meditations of CarrsrT's "_— 1 


0 55. Han: 2 avs Hill's en 


' aft cd cla. mY . wy 


them, and manifeſted by them. While others 


nothing awaits him, but indignation and wrath, 


a conſciouſneſs of your exceeding great and ag. 
gravated guilt, and of your own utter inability 


renner 


afete& & * ras; t] 
onable degrees of joy throughout eternity. * 
ſoul was made exceeding — er, a ſens; 1 
of his Father's wrath, that their ſouls might be 5 
made exceeding en with the light Gf the mw | ( 
ther's countenance. ', 4 
thy, Wx may hole: ſee, that Chriſtians are 
not henceforth to live to themſelves, but to the 
praiſe and glory of that Loxp, who loved them, 
and gave himſelf for them, Let them bear about 
in their mortal bodies the dying of the Logp Ia. 
sus, that the life of CHRIS may be exemplified in 
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talk of motives to virtue drawn from political, 
worldly, or ſelfiſh conſiderations, let the Chriſtian 
not only ſpeak of the irreſiſtible motive of the 
love of CHRIS, but alſo act daily under it's in- 
fluence. Hereby he will appear to be a living e- 
” of CHRIST, known and read of alkmen. _ 
Finally, Tirrs ſubject ſuggeſts to the finner, who | 
continues under guilt and condemnation, that 


tribulation and anguiſh; a growing ſenſe of | - 
which will be eternally felt by every ſoul of man, 
Jew or Gentile, that is found finally unconnected . 
with our adorable Redeemer. Turn ye, turn ye, 
« why will you die, O houſe of Iſrael Þ To day, 

© faith the Spirit, if ye will hear CHRIST's voice, 
* then harden not your hearts!” Do you, from 
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© to contribute in the ſmalleſt degree towards 
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your own recovery, cry to Gov, © Turn t 
* us and we ſhall be turned! Draw tho 
| With the cords of love, and we will run after 
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